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ROLAND ACHTEL

Partner
Higgs Fletcher & Mack

igator, and the head of litigation for

Higgs Fletcher & Mack. He is also a
certified specialist in Estate Planning, Trust,
and Probate Law as designated by the
State Bar. Roland holds an AV preeminent
rating from Martindale Hubbell for Legal
Ability and Ethical Standards as judged
by his peers. Recently, Roland successfully
argued a precedent-setting case before the
Supreme Court of California, Haggarty v.
Thornton. The Supreme Court's decision
impacts how revocable trusts may be mod-
ified, to ensure greater flexibility in captur-
ing a trustor’s true intent. In his practice,
Roland regularly represents clients in trust
contests, will contests, trust and estate ac-
counting disputes, conservatorships and
related elder abuse claims. An active vol-
unteer in the San Diego community, Ro-
land currently serves as a Judge Pro Tem
for the San Diego Superior Court, Probate
Division.

R oland Achtel is a trust and estate lit-

HIGS |FLETCHER | MACK

BRIAN ADKINS

Business, Sports & Real Estate Attorney
Clark Hill

a variety of complex real estate mat-

ters throughout California and be-
yond. He specializes in housing discrim-
ination investigations conducted by the
California Civil Rights Department and
U.S. Department of Housing and Utr-
ban Development. He regularly provides
employment advice and counsel, as well
as prepares employment agreements for
his clients. Additionally, Brian handles
commercial and multifamily real estate
purchase and sale transactions, as well as
litigated real estate, business and employ-
ment disputes. He is an active member
and speaker for the National Apartment
Association. He has worked with startups
and small businesses, assisting with entity
formation, IP protection, and commercial
agreements. Brian was a contract advisor
certified by the National Football League
Players Association for 11 years, and han-
dles litigation, transactions and advice and
counsel for athletes, entertainers, teams,
leagues and companies involved in the

1] ClarkHill

B rian Adkins has experience handling

www.sdbj.com

MAXWELL AGHA

Principal Attorney & Founder
Banker's Hill Law Firm A.P.C.

axwell C. Agha is the founder of
I\/I Banker’s Hill Law Firm, A.PC.

He graduated with honors from
Seattle Pacific University and earned his
Juris Doctor from the University of San
Diego School of Law. During his career,
Maxwell gained significant experience
through a judicial clerkship at the Califor-
nia Superior Court, where he conducted
legal research and authored bench memo-
randa. Specializing in personal injury law,
Maxwell has secured millions of dollars in
settlements for his clients, building a repu-
tation as a dedicated advocate. He has also
worked for the U.S. Department of Justice
in the Southern District of California, fur-
ther enhancing his legal expertise. In ad-
dition to his practice, Maxwell volunteers
as an arbitrator for the San Diego County
Bar Association. Outside the courtroom,
he enjoys soccer, reading, and spending
time with his family, including his two
daughters and their dog, Maui. Maxwell’s
commitment to justice and community de-
fines his career and personal life.

BANKER'S HILL

—LAW FIRM. ARC.—

DAVID AMAYA

Partner
Fisher Phillips

office and has devoted his entire le-

gal career to representing employers.
Fueled by a passion for workplace law and
a competitive drive, he is a tireless advocate
for his clients. He enjoys developing cre-
ative and business-oriented solutions that
resolve workplace issues while managing
risk and remaining mindful of the client’s
bottom line. He represents employers in
the healthcare and hospitality industries
in union and non-union settings. He also
represents clients in a wide range of other
sectors, from retail to transportation to ed-
ucation. David was included in San Diego
Super Lawyers - Rising Stars in consecu-
tive years and selected as San Diego Met-
1o Magazine’s "40 Under 40" winner. He
serves on the Board of Directors for Sharp
Healthcare Foundation, which enhances
health care needs of San Diegans through
support of critical medical services, clinical
research and Sharp’s dedicated caregivers
through San Diego.

D avid is a partner in the San Diego
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ANTHONY ARNOLD

Partner
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

nthony advises U.S. and foreign in-
A vestors and companies across a vari-

ety of industries, including software
and hardware technology, biotechnolo-
gy, aerospace and defense, industrials and
manufacturing, financial and professional
services, real estate, and sports, media and
entertainment. Clients value his input, ap-
preciate his strong business sense and inno-
vative thinking and, as a result, view him
as a trusted adviser and true partner. What
Anthony enjoys most about his transac-
tional practice is analyzing all sides of the
critical legal and business issues his clients
encounter and working closely with them
to develop creative, efficient solutions. In
2022, Anthony spoke on a panel at the His-
panic Heritage Foundation's 9th Annual
Conference of the HHF Investors Forum.
Anthony has also been named as a Califor-
nia Super Lawyer Rising Star. His commu-
nity involvement includes a board seat on
ACG San Diego, Fresh Start Surgical Gifts
as well an active role in Youth Assistance
Coalition.

BARNES &
THORNBURG L

COURTNEY BAIRD

Partner
Duane Morris LLP

cial Litigation Division of Duane

Morris LLP’s Trial Practice Group
and a member of the Firm's governing
Partners Board. She serves as outside
counsel to businesses handling litigation
and compliance and risk management is-
sues. Courtney has been recognized as San
Diego’s Women of Influence in the Law,
San Diego’s Super Lawyers and San Di-
ego's Best of the Bar. She is the past chair
of the Civil Litigation Section of the SDC-
BA and served on the Board of Governors
for the S.D. Association of Business Trial
Lawyers. She is a member of the Firm's
Women's Impact Network for Success
Steering Committee, Summer Associate
hiring Partner, and member of the Firm’s
Al and Technology Committees. She
serves on the Steering Committee for USD
School of Law’s Annual Class Action Law
Forum and is as a pro bono Arbitrator for
the Arbitration Committee of the SDCBA.

C ourtney is co-chair of the Commer-

Duane Morris®

MICHELLE BARTOLIC

Managing Partner, Legal Production
The Estate Lawyers

2017, Michelle Bartolic has played a

key role in building the team. Start-
ing as a trust and estate litigation attorney,
she became a partner in 2021. Her success
in litigation and closing cases led to her
promotion as Managing Partner of Legal
Production. In this role, Bartolic is focused
on streamlining workflows, enhancing ac-
countability, and improving overall com-
petency. Her leadership is vital to the firm's
strategic direction, ensuring operational
excellence and supporting the growth and
development of every team member.

S ince joining The Estate Lawyers in

@

THE ESTATE LAWYERS

ADVOCACY IGNITED

ARIEL BEDELL
Shareholder
Loftin | Bedell, P.C.

riel Bedell utilizes her experience
A with running a business together

with her years of legal experience to
provide clients with practical sound legal
guidance for real estate transaction and lit-
igation matters. Focusing on the ownership
and operation of all aspects of commercial
properties, Ariel has negotiated numerous
commercial leases and buy/sell agreements
for office, industrial, hotel and multifamily
projects throughout California. Provid-
ing unique service of representing manu-
factured housing communities, Ariel also
provides day-to-day operational guidance
and documentation as well as all enforce-
ment matters including overseeing 500+
evictions since 2020 with 99% success rate.
Whether assisting clients with transaction-
al documents or litigation services, Ariel
provides unique, practical and customized
legal solutions for clients.

LOFTIN | BEDELL

ATTORSEVS AT Law

NADIA BERMUDEZ

Principal
Meyers Nave

ers Nave, is a distinguished leader in

the legal community, recognized for
her expertise, commitment to client advo-
cacy, and dedication to DEI. As a Principal
and key member of the firm's Labor and
Employment Practice Group, Nadia con-
sistently guides her team to achieve success-
ful outcomes in litigation and offers proac-
tive strategies tailored to her clients' needs.
Nadia serves several influential boards,
including the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals Advisory Board and the Judicial Se-
lection Advisory Committee for San Diego
and Imperial Counties as Vice-Chair. She
actively promotes diversity and mentors
young attorneys through her work with
the San Diego La Raza Lawyers Associa-
tion and the Lawyers Club of San Diego.
Honored as a Daily Journal Top Labor &
Employment Attorney, Top 25 San Diego
Women Super Lawyer, and Top 100 Lead-
ers in Law, Nadia embodies leadership,
community engagement, and excellence in
her daily practice.

N adia Bermudez, a Principal at Mey-

meyersinave

CALLIE BJURSTROM

Intellectual Property Partner
Pillsbury

erty partner, is recognized as a trial

lawyer delivering big wins. A te-
nacious client advocate, Callie, who also
serves as the managing partner of Pills-
bury’s San Diego office, has successful-
ly tried cases to verdict as lead counsel in
both state and federal courts, as well as
represented clients before the Internation-
al Trade Commission. She litigates patent,
trademark, trade secret, copyright, unfair
competition and other bet-the-company
disputes and defends her clients’ IP rights
in a diverse range of industries. Notably,
some recent matters she has handled in-
clude representing medical device company
MicroVention in the prosecution of two
high-profile cases against competitor Balt
USA for misappropriation of trade secrets
and patent infringement; HM Electronics
in its IP enforcement efforts; and Viking
Air Limited in a breach of contract, trade
secret misappropriation, trademark in-
fringement and unfair competition case
against Ikhana Group.

pillsbury

C allie Bjurstrom, an Intellectual Prop-
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Barnes & Thornburg congratulates our
own Allison Rego and Anthony Arnold
for being named to San Diego Business
Journal’s Top 100 Leaders in Law list.
Your leadership and dedication to our
clients and the community set the
standard for our industry.
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RYAN BLAIR

Partner
Cooley LLP

curities, corporate governance, and

shareholder litigation, including
securities class actions defense, derivative
suits, and M&A litigation. He also rep-
resents companies, boards, and special
committees on SEC investigations, civil en-
forcement actions, and internal investiga-
tions. Ryan works with clients in multiple
industries, including hardware, software,
semiconductor, pharma/biotech, and dig-
ital media. In the past year, Ryan secured
dismissals for clients across industries, in-
cluding a dismissal with prejudice in a se-
curities class action filed against Aurinia
Pharmaceuticals — a rare result on the first
motion to dismiss. He also represented Ev-
erbridge, a critical events and crisis man-
agement enterprise software company, for
which he secured the dismissal of a securi-
ties class action. Ryan also (twice) secured
the dismissal of a securities class action
against lonQ, the first purely quantum
computing company to be publicly traded
in the US.

Cooley

R yan Blair focuses his practice on se-

JOSHUA BONNICI

Managing Attorney
Bonnici Law Group

gan, has been running Bonnici Law

Group for nearly 12-years serving in-
jured and disabled individuals throughout
the state. While running his practice, he has
been involved with his alma mater, Thom-
as Jefferson Law School, serving both on
the alumni association board and recently
as an adjunct professional teaching stu-
dents how to open and run a law firm. As
a volunteer, Joshua has served on the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Solo/Small Firm
Section of the California Lawyer's Asso-
ciation since 2019, helping support solo
and small firm attorneys all over Califor-
nia become better practitioners and better
business people. Bonnici Law Group has
recently won “San Diego’s Best of ” litiga-
tion firm but the Union Tribune, was win-
ner of the “40 under 40” award, and has
been recognized by several local non-prof-
its for his involvement and contributions
over the years.

J oshua Bonnici, a life-long San Die-

ERIN BOSMAN

Partner
Morrison Foerster

plex Litigation + Advisement Practice

Group and is a founder and co-head
of the Artificial Intelligence Group. She
navigates complex business relationships
and serves as a defense liaison counsel
in cases where multiple defendants have
conflicting defenses. Outside the court-
room, Erin advises on crisis management
and guides clients through product recalls,
representing clients before the Consum-
er Product Safety Commission. Erin is a
three-time recipient of “Product Liabili-
ty Lawyer of the Year” from Euromoney
America’s Women in Business Law Awards,
honoring high-achieving female lawyers
and progressive law firms. In 2025, Erin
was again recommended in Mass Tort Liti-
gation/Class Actions — Defendants by Best
Lawyers in America. The Legal 500 contin-
ues to recognize Erin as a Leading Lawyer
in Dispute Resolution: Product Liability,
Mass Tort, and Class Action. She was also
named as a “Top Healthcare Lawyer” by
the Daily Journal.

E rin Bosman is chair of MoFo’s Com-

I"IORRISON
=OERSTER

KARIE BOYD

CEO & Lead Trial Attorney
Boyd Law, APC

and CEO of Boyd Law. The Na-

tional Association of Distinguished
Counsel recently ranked her in the “Top
1% of Attorneys in the Nation.” Her civ-
il litigation experience includes both jury
and bench trials. Having strong litigation
and negotiation skills allow Ms. Boyd to
handle the integrated areas of business lit-
igation including partnership disputes and
unfair business practices as well as repre-
senting clients in divorce matters involving
businesses. Karie Boyd is a certified family
law specialist and the National Acade-
my of Family Law Attorneys ranked her
among the “Top Ten” Divorce Attorneys.
Ms. Boyd represents celebrities in divorce,
high net-worth marital dissolution, child
custody, and support disputes. Ms. Boyd is
a published author, and contributor to, In-
side the Minds: Strategies for Family Law
in California, Thompson Reuters’ 2015
edition.

K arie Boyd is the lead trial attorney

BoyD LAw

Attorneys at Law

SARAH BRITE EVANS

Partner
Higgs Fletcher & Mack

Diego’s legal community. With a

practice focused on business litiga-
tion and employment law, Sarah helps em-
ployers avert potential problems, and when
problems are unavoidable, she helps them
find a favorable resolution. Her litigation
work includes defending individual and
class/representative lawsuits and claims in-
volving employment and wage issues. She
is highly engaged in our local communi-
ty, having held leadership roles in organi-
zations including Lawyers Club of San
Diego, Border View Family YMCA, and
Crawford High School Law Academy. In
2019, Sarah was named California’s 40th
Senate District’s Woman of the Year for
this work. For the past few years, Sarah
has devoted her civic efforts to leadership
and operational roles to Forever Balboa
Park. Sarah served as its first co-chair and
led its diversity, equity, inclusion and ac-
cessibility working group, while also main-
taining a full-time legal practice and raising
two teenagers.

S arah Evans is a known force in San

HIGS |FLETCHER | MACK

SAMUEL BROTMAN

Ouwner & Managing Attorney
Brotman Law

recognized as the 14th fastest-grow-

ing law firm by Law Firm 500 in
2018 and ranked 593rd nationally on the
Inc. 5000 list in 2024. After earning “high-
est honors” from St. Catherine’s College
at Oxford University, he worked as a legal
assistant at Covington & Burling LLP in
New York City, where he handled major
corporate transactions and two of the larg-
est bankruptcies in U.S. history. Since 2016,
Sam has been named a “Super Lawyer —
Rising Star,” recognizing the top 2.5% of
lawyers nationwide, and has been nominat-
ed to San Diego’s “Best of the Bar” list of
top attorneys. These achievements reflect
Brotman Law’s commitment to exceptional
legal services. Shaped by Sam’s vision and
leadership, the firm thrives on genuine em-
pathy, a strong desire to help, and relentless
tenacity. These qualities drive the team to
achieve the best outcomes for their clients.

S am founded Brotman Law in 2013,

BROTMAN LAW

Tax Strategy | Execution | Results

ELIZABETH CARAZOLEZ

Director
Casey Gerry Schenk Francavilla
Blatt & Penfield, LLP

lizabeth is a seasoned legal executive

professional and the Executive Direc-

tor of the Family Law Bar Associa-
tion. With extensive experience in family
law as a Paralegal and a deep understand-
ing of legal processes, she has been instru-
mental in bridging communication be-
tween the judiciary and the legal communi-
ty. Her leadership ensures that legal teams
operate efficiently, meeting high profes-
sional standards while navigating the com-
plexities of family law cases. As Director
of Management at Casey Gerry Law Firm
Elizabeth has demonstrated a strong com-
mitment to upholding ethical standards, re-
solving performance challenges, and foster-
ing a collaborative work environment. Her
experience in managing legal profession-
als—paralegals, legal assistants, and attor-
neys—has solidified her reputation as an
effective leader who prioritizes both case
outcomes and professional growth. She ex-
cels in guiding teams through difficult dy-
namics, refocusing efforts on client service
and case progression.

= FLBA
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MEGAN CHACON

Principal
Fish & Richardson

egan Chacon leverages a back-
I\/l ground in chemical engineering to

represent clients in complex patent
litigation across a wide range of technolo-
gies, including life sciences and pharma-
ceuticals. She recently represented a phar-
maceutical company in litigation brought
against a competitor that sought to market
a generic version of her client’s novel es-
trogen-free oral contraceptive. The matter
resolved in a victory for the client. Megan
also serves as lead counsel for a medical
dermatology biotech company in ongoing
cases involving a treatment for plaque pso-
riasis. Outside her litigation practice, Me-
gan mentors junior attorneys, especially
women and people of color, and manag-
es Fish’s San Diego associates as a group
leader. In her pro bono practice, she works
with organizations including the ACLU of
San Diego and the Alliance for Children’s
Rights in immigration, guardianship, and
adoption matters. Megan frequently pub-
lishes content and hosts webinars on life
sciences topics.

FISH.

HELEN CHENG

Partner
Withersworldwide

private client and tax team, advis-

ing clients in all aspects of estate
planning, estate and trust administration
and charitable planning with an emphasis
on international advice and philanthropy.
She represents some of the region’s most
successful individuals and organizations
in their complex estate planning, planned
giving and tax planning matters. Helen
is a professor at the UCI School of Law,
where she lectures on Charitable Planning
and Tax Exempt Organizations, inspiring
the next generation of lawyers. She serves
as chair of STEP San Diego and sits on
STEP USA’s board of directors, is on the
planning committee for the prestigious
Western Conference of Tax-Exempt Orga-
nizations, general counsel for the Interna-
tional Community Foundation, and vice-
chair of the ABA Section of Real Property
and Trust & Estate Law’s Charitable Plan-
ning and Organizations Group subcom-
mittee. Helen co-leads Withers’ charities
and philanthropy special interest group.

H elen Cheng is a partner in Withers’

withersworldwide
The law firm for success

CHRISTOPHER CONTI

Partner
Fisher Phillips

San Diego office of Fisher Phil-

lips. Chris dedicates his practice to
providing businesses with sophisticated
legal solutions in all aspects of labor and
employment law. Throughout his career,
Chris has vigorously defended unionized
and non-unionized employers in a variety
of matters, such as wrongful termination,
sexual harassment, discrimination, and
retaliation lawsuits, class and representa-
tive wage and hour matters, and complex
business cases. Chris is also well-versed in
handling traditional labor disputes, labor
arbitrations, union organizing, and unfair
labor practice charges before the National
Labor Relations Board. In addition to his
litigation practice, Chris routinely provides
practical advice and counseling on day-
to-day employment issues. His experience
crosses various industry verticals, including
construction, retail, fast-food, energy, man-
ufacturing, automotive, hospitality, and
cannabis.

C hristopher Conti is a Partner in the
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STEVEN COOPERSMITH

Managing Attorney
The Coopersmith Law Firm, LLP

Firm 16 years ago, after nearly a

decade working at prominent and
well-considered law firms in San Diego,
and after service as a military prosecutor
in the U.S. Army JAG Corp. His firm rep-
resents clients throughout Southern Cali-
fornia in a wide range of business litigation
matters, including those stemming from
corporate and partnership dissolutions, fi-
nancial fraud violations, trade secret vio-
lations, bet-the-company litigation, execu-
tive-level employment disputes, and fine art
law disputes. He has held an AV-Preemi-
nent rating from the Martindale-Hubbell
Law Directory since 2010. He has been on
the list of San Diego Super Lawyers since
2014, and was named to Best Lawyers of

S teve founded The Coopersmith Law

America for Commercial Litigation in 2025.

He was selected to the San Diego Busi-
ness Journal’s SDS00 List of the 500 most
influential people in San Diego for 2022
and 2023.

COOPERSMITH

LAW FIRM, LLP

THOMAS CROSBIE
Founding Partner
Crosbie Gliner Schiffman Southard
& Swanson LLP (CGS3)

homas Crosbie is a founding partner
in Crosbie Gliner Schiffman South-

ard & Swanson LLP (CGS3), a
commercial real estate law firm launched
in 2013. He has extensive experience in a
broad variety of commercial real estate ar-
eas, including acquisitions and dispositions,
financing, leasing and construction in con-
nection with commercial, residential, in-
dustrial, retail and mixed-use projects. Ad-
ditionally, he has negotiated the purchase
and sale of numerous commercial proper-
ties throughout the United States and has
worked as counsel to numerous borrowers
and lenders regarding all aspects of com-
mercial loan transactions and workouts.
He also has vast expertise in all aspects of
ground-up development and redevelop-
ment projects. Currently, he is involved
with the extensive expansion of Rady
Children’s Hospital, the development of
IQHQ’s RaDD life science project and the
redevelopment of Horton Plaza. He holds
a J.D. from Northwestern University and a
B.A. from Columbia University.

[') CGS3

LAaw

JIM CROSBY

Attorney at Law
Law Office of James D. Crosby

here are few attorneys in San Di-
T ego who have successfully handled

the variety of complex matters from
both the plaintiff and defense side that Jim
has handled in his 40+ year career. Jim
represents clients in complex and general
business, commercial, contract, intellectu-
al property, unfair competition, securities,
real property, and business tort litigation.
In 2022, the San Diego County Bar As-
sociation named Jim as “Attorney of the
Year.” He has served on the State Bar of
California Commission on Judicial Nomi-
nees Evaluations, as President of the Board
of Directors of the University of San Di-
ego School of Law Alumni Association, as
Vice President and Treasurer of the San Di-
ego County Bar Association and as Pres-
ident of the Bar Association of Northern
San Diego County. In 2023, Jim launched
the “Trial Call 10” podcast, where he in-
terviews high-profile trial attorneys who
discuss strategy and offer advice for newer
attorneys.

MICHAEL DALLO

Founder & Principal Attorney
Dallo Law Group

ichael Dallo, CPA, JD, LL.M., is
I\/I a leading tax attorney and certi-

fied public accountant (CPA) with
unique dual expertise in law and account-
ing. As the founder of Dallo Law Group in
San Diego, Michael leverages his advanced
legal training, including a Master of Laws
(LL.M.) in Taxation from New York Uni-
versity, alongside his CPA credentials to de-
liver exceptional representation in complex
tax controversies. His firm has earned the
prestigious Martindale-Hubbell AV Preem-
inent rating, recognizing the highest level of
professional excellence. Michael's dedica-
tion to his clients and the tax profession is
further highlighted by his recognition as a
Rising Star by Super Lawyers from 2018 to
2024. A Certified Tax Law Specialist and
adjunct professor at the University of San
Diego, Michael's strategic approach and
deep knowledge make him a trusted advo-
cate before the IRS and state tax agencies.

-
DALLO LAW GROUP..

TAX LAW FIRM

NICOLE D'AMBROGI

Principal Attorney
San Diego Legacy Law

estate planning attorney and veter-

an advocate, recognized as a Super
Lawyers Rising Star. Her practice focuses
on estate planning, probate, and asset pro-
tection, with a strong commitment to serv-
ing veterans. Drawing from personal ex-
perience, she understands the unique chal-
lenges faced by military families and advo-
cates fiercely for their rights. Nicole crafts
tailored estate plans to ensure smooth asset
transitions and minimize legal complica-
tions. Her accolades include the Wom-
en Resiliency Award and the Trailblazer
Award. Additionally, she serves as an ad-
junct professor and supervises the Veterans
Legal Assistance Clinic, mentoring young
attorneys and providing pro bono services
to those in need.

N icole D'Ambrogi is a distinguished

MERRIANNE DEAN
CEO & Principal Attorney
Bellator Law Group

errianne E. Dean, Esq. has 25+
I\/l years of courtroom experience lit-

igating probate and trust disputes,
financial elder abuse matters, and conser-
vatorships. Merrianne has been an active
pillar in the San Diego legal community
her entire career. She is a Co-Founder and
Director for Probate Attorneys of San Di-
ego, has served as a Co-Chair for the Pro-
bate Section of the San Diego County Bar
Association, is a member of Lawyers Club,
the Tom Homann Law Association and a
Mediator at West Coast Resolution Group
on trust and estate matters. Most recent-
ly, Merrianne Dean is a San Diego Mag-
azine’s 2024 Celebrating Women — Legal
Pioneer Nomineg, and she’s also received
Super Lawyers, Estate & Trust Litigation
Recognition from 2021-2024. Notably, she
also received the 2023 Community Pioneer
Award granted by Tom Homann LGBTQ+
Law Association and was invited to speak
at the Stanford Pride Summit in 2024.

BELLATOR

LAW GROUP, APC

CAMILLE DECAMP

Equity Partner
Berg Hill Greenleaf Ruscitti, LLP

amille Joy DeCamp, an equity part-

ner at Berg Hill Greenleaf Ruscitti,

joined the firm in 2020. Joining the
firm as a non-equity partner, with an office
only in Irvine, during the week the world
shut down due to COVID-19, DeCamp
has worked diligently to serve her clients
through unprecedented times, adapted to a
new firm while pivoting to the forced-up-
on “norms” of a pandemic, all while being
a wife and a mother. Since her start, she
has championed the efforts of opening the
firm’s office in San Diego, where she has
been practicing law for nearly 20 years. She
co-chairs the construction and employ-
ment law practice groups, serves on the
firm’s Compensation and Retention, Mar-
keting, Mentor, and Women's Leadership
Committees. She was elected an equity
partner in fall 2021. DeCamp’s practice
focuses on construction, employment and
complex business litigation.

Pass BERG HILL
EREEY GREENLEAF RUSCITTlw

JENNY DOLING
Attorney & Founder
J. Doling Law, PC

Bar Certified Bankruptcy Specialist at

J. Doling Law, PC and a recent USD
Taxation LL.M. graduate. She serves as
the President of the San Diego Bankrupt-
cy Forum where she is bringing debtor and
creditor attorneys, trustees, and judges to-
gether to make a difference in the practice
of law in San Diego. She was elected as the
incoming Vice President for the National
Association of Consumer Bankruptcy At-
torneys (NACBA) beginning in 2025. She
recently had the great honor to be appoint-
ed by U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice
John G. Roberts Jr. to the Judicial Confer-
ence Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy
Rules and is helping to shape the practice
of bankruptcy nationwide. She is a leading
expert in consumer bankruptcy law, a fre-
quent speaker nationwide, and collaborates
on new legislation affecting bankruptcy
and consumers. Ms. Doling was honored
as a 2023 SDBJ Woman of Influence in
the Law.

J enny L. Doling is a California State

< J. DOLING LAW

PC

ALEXANDRA EAKER PEREZ
Shareholder

Eaker Perez Law

lexandra Eaker Pérez is an
A award-winning tax trial lawyer and

founder of Eaker Pérez Law, a tax
controversy firm. Nationally and locally
recognized by Super Lawyers, San Diego
Business Journal, and The Daily Tran-
script, Alexandra is celebrated for her mas-
tery in tax litigation. She is frequently fea-
tured in leading publications such as Tax
Notes Today and the San Diego Union
Tribune, and is a prominent speaker at ma-
jor conferences for the American Bar Asso-
ciation, U.S. Treasury, and IRS. Alexandra
has addressed six congressional commit-
tees on tax law changes and published nu-
merous articles on taxation and tax policy.
She serves on the board of #AfghanEvac
and has held leadership roles with Culture
Shock Dance Troupe, State Bar of Cali-
fornia Taxation Section, and First Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Alexandra holds a
Master of Science in Financial Planning,
Doctor of Jurisprudence, and LL.M. in
Taxation.

B Eaker Pérez Law

TAX LAW

WILLIAM EIGNER

Partner
Procopio

AMERICA, Bill Eigner is one of

California’s top mergers and acqui-
sitions and financing attorneys, based in
the San Diego office of Procopio, one of
California’s largest law firms, with offices
in Irvine, Del Mar, San Diego, Las Vegas,
Scottsdale and Washington, DC. Eigner
is often called "the go to guy" for M & A
and emerging companies. He is also an au-
thority on forming, utilizing, showcasing
and providing compensation for boards of
advisers. He is on the board of advisers for
Cross Oceans Ventures Fund, Athletiverse,
Sokyahealth, Acenda and Greenbutts LLC.
He is a trustee emeritus of the San Diego
Police Foundation and began his career
asa U.S. Supreme Court Judicial Intern.
Eigner is a partner at Procopio and a grad-
uate of Stanford University and the Uni-
versity of Virginia School of Law. Bill has
volunteered many hours to helping retired
veterans and disadvantaged minorities
learn to start their own businesses.

L isted in THE BEST LAWYERS IN

1 Procopio
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We are honored to announce
President and Dean Sean M. Scott
isa 2024 Leader in Law.

Congratulations!

Congratulations California Western
School of Law 2024 Leaders in Law!

Karie Boyd James Huber Erin Bosman
CEO and Lead Trial Attorney Partner Chair of Global Complex Litigation
Boyd Law, APC Global Legal Law Firm and Advisement and Partner

Morrison Foerster
Dawn Hall Cunneen Robert Robinson

Partner Attorney and Managing Partner Carree Nahama
Cunneen Booth, LLP Hickman Robinson Yaege LLP Principal Attorney

Kieran J. Purcell, CCAL, Esq. Jenny Doling Nahama Law

Managing Shareholder, President, Attorney & Founder Pete Potente

and CEO J. Doling Law, PC CEO and Founder

Epsten, APC Potent
= Randy Grossman otente

Benjamin Morris Partner and Leader of the San
Partner Diego Office
Foley & Lardner LLP Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

1[0]0] CALIFORNIA WESTERN
YERARS SCHOOL OF LAW / San Diego

G10 Law, APLC cwsl.edu

Louis Galuppo
Managing Shareholder
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GUILLERMO ESCOBEDO

San Diego Office Managing Partner
Constangy, Brooks, Smith &
Prophete

uillermo Escobedo is San Diego
G office managing partner for Con-
stangy, Brooks, Smith & Proph-
ete, a national labor & employment firm
with over 200 attorneys across the country.
Guillermo leads Constangy’s growing San
Diego team, which added seven attorneys
since August. Guillermo is focused on
growing Constangy’s San Diego presence
as a steward of local culture and values.
Recent Accomplishments: Co-chaired
SD La Raza Lawyers’ Judicial Reception
2016-2024; Vice Chair / Board Member of
Chicano Federation of SD County; Han-
dled Kenyan refugee asylum case pro bono.
Recognitions: SDBJ, "Leaders-in-Law
Finalist, Employment" (2019-2020); SD
La Raza Lawyers, "Attorney of the Year"
(2019); SD Metro Magazine, “2020 Men
of Influence”; Latino Leaders Magazine,
"Top Latino Lawyers in 2019"; SD Super
Lawyers® (2014-present); Southern Cali-
fornia, "Top Lawyers" (2014-2023).

Q) sansTaney
BROOKS, SMITH &
N\Z PROPHETE 1.r

STACY FODE

Managing Partner, West Coast Office
Nukk-Freeman & Cerra

empowering women in the legal pro-

fession for over two decades and is
a champion for diversity and inclusion lo-
cally and on the national stage. Stacy is the
Managing Partner of Nukk-Freeman &
Cerra’s San Diego office, and has a thriving
employment litigation practice, where she
represents and counsels large national em-
ployers, including Fortune 500 companies,
in all areas of employment law. She serves
as General Counsel for the National As-
sociation of Minority and Women-Owned
Law Firms NAMWOLF), an organiza-
tion aiming to “promote diversity in the
legal profession by fostering successful rela-
tionships among preeminent minority and
women-owned law firms and private/pub-
lic entities.” The firm recently received the
MVP Law Firm of the Year Award from
NAMWOLEF, in part because of Stacy’s
staunch support of the organization. Stacy
has also served in a variety of high-profile
leadership roles locally and nationally.

S tacy Fode has been a driving force in

Nukk-FREEMAN
/- CERRA, PC.
EM“PLOYM ENT ATTORNEYS

www.sdbj.com

KATHRYN FOX
Shareholder
Buchalter

bor & Employment practice group

and Vice-Chair of the Franchise Law
industry group in Buchalter’s San Diego
office. Ms. Fox advises employers on litiga-
tion avoidance and provides counseling on
workplace law matters. She has experience
representing clients in single-plaintiff cases
involving allegations of discrimination, ha-
rassment, retaliation, wrongful termination,
and wage and hour issues. She also routine-
ly advises and represents clients in class ac-
tion and representative PAGA cases involv-
ing wage-and-hour allegations, including
failure to pay regular and overtime wages,
meal period and rest break violations, mis-
classification issues, piece-rate pay agree-
ments, and reimbursement claims. Her rep-
resentation of clients includes defending
actions in state and federal court, in arbi-
trations, before the EEOC, DFEH, DLSE
and EDD, and in mediation. Ms. Fox also
provides trainings to clients on workplace
privacy issues, etc.

K athryn B. Fox is a member of the La-

Buchalter

CHRIS FRAHM
Shareholder
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

gal, political and business challenges

to ensure water agency and utility
infrastructure projects are successful and
sustainable. Whether creating a strategic
plan or drafting an agreement, she brings
a track record of getting deals done and a
determined approach to achieve optimal
results designed to meet the needs of all
parties and stakeholders. Few, if any, can
rival Chris’ experience in and understand-
ing of water issues in southern California.
She works closely with key policy leaders
and legislative decision-makers to develop
and implement public policy-based solu-
tions that meet her clients’ water, energy
and infrastructure needs while mitigating
risk in an ever-changing political, finan-
cial and legal landscape. Chris’ first-hand
knowledge of the near- and long-term
implications of water supply matters, in-
cluding water rate setting, are a product of
her decade of service, including as chair
of the board of San Diego County Water
Authority.

C hris Frahm skillfully navigates le-

Brov/nstein
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JOANNE FRANCISCUS
CEO & Executive Director
Legal Aid Society of San Diego

Executive Director of the Legal Aid

Society of San Diego (“LASSD”).
Joanne leads a staff of more than 228 peo-
ple committed to protecting the rights of
vulnerable and underserved communities.
LASSD is the largest poverty law firm in
San Diego County and has been serving
the community for over 100 years. Joanne
has been a practicing attorney for eighteen
(18) years. For the first eight (8) years of
her career, she worked in private practice
as an Associate, then a Partner, at a small
law firm in Carlsbad, CA, where she repre-
sented plaintiffs in personal injury, sexual
harassment in the workplace, and medical
malpractice. Over the past decade, Joanne
has held a variety of roles at LASSD, in-
cluding senior attorney, managing attorney
and, most recently, chief operating officer.
She obtained her J.D. from the University
of San Diego School of Law in 2004.

7\ LEGAL AID SOCIETY
OF SAN DIEGO

J oanne Franciscus is the CEO and

SEAN GAFFNEY

Partner
Crosbie Gliner Schiffman Southard
& Swanson LLP (CGS3)

bie Gliner Schiffman Southard &

Swanson LLC (CGS3), a commer-
cial real estate law firm. A member of the
firm’s litigation department, he counsels in-
vestors, developers, and owners looking to
minimize risks and handles litigation when
disputes cannot be avoided. A skilled litiga-
tor, he has represented both plaintiffs and
defendants in all phases of trial work and
alternative dispute resolution. His practice
spans the breadth of California real estate
law, including claims arising from failed
real estate transactions and construction
and development projects; landlord/tenant
disputes; corporate governance and insur-
ance coverage disputes; and trespass, parti-
tion, easement and eminent domain cases.
A member of the San Diego County Bar
Association, Association of Business Trial
Lawyers and San Diego Volunteer Lawyer
Program, he holds a B.A. in political sci-
ence from the University of San Diego and
a J.D. from the University of San Francis-
co School of Law.

S ean Gaffney is a partner with Cros-

LOUIS GALUPPO

Managing Shareholder
G10 Law, APLC

r. Galuppo has over 30 years of
I\/l experience as a coastal, environ-

mental, land use, and real estate
attorney, specializing in transactional, liti-
gation, and compliance matters. As Man-
aging Shareholder of G10 Law, APLC, he
leads a team of accomplished attorneys,
guiding the firm's legal strategy and foster-
ing a collaborative environment to deliver
exceptional services to the firms clients.
His contributions to the legal communi-
ty include chairing the North County Bar
Association's Real Property section, serving
as a member and seminar presenter for the
California Lawyers Association, and au-
thoring course material for the Continuing
Education of the Bar. He has taught real
estate law at the University of San Diego
since 1998 and actively speaks and writes
on industry issues, with a particular focus
on real property rights along the Califor-
nia coast. Mr. Galuppo holds an “AV” rat-
ing from Martindale-Hubbell, the highest
peer-reviewed standard of professional
excellence.

10Go]uppo
J Watts &
Schneider

GIOLAW  Amomes-counssiors- aovisors

PAUL GARCIA

Partner
Hooper, Lundy & Bookman, P.C.

and clinical laboratories across the

country in reimbursement, regulato-
1y, compliance, and litigation matters. He
advocacy leverages a deep knowledge of
government health care programs, an un-
derstanding of how regulators operate, and
an appreciation of how the letter of the law
intersects with business and financial reali-
ties. Paul’s clients include hospital associa-
tions, hospital systems, individual hospitals,
and clinical laboratories that turn to him
when facing complex or contentious reim-
bursement issues. He understands that dis-
putes and bureaucratic delays, can severely
impair his clients’ ability to serve patients
and meet legal and ethical obligations. “T
pursued a career in health care law, and
with HLB, because it gives me the oppor-
tunity to represent providers that care for
the needy and underserved. When I suc-
cessfully resolve a reimbursement dispute
or compliance issue, it is gratifying to know
I play a part in helping my clients continue
serving the community.”

H HOOPER
L LUNDY
BOOKMAN

P aul Garcia represents providers

ALEX GELBERG

Principal
Fish & Richardson

selor Alex Gelberg represents clients

in federal district courts across the
country, the ITC, the PTAB, and the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.
Alex has litigated, including through trial
and appeal, many patent cases involving a
wide variety of technologies, such as cellu-
lar and satellite communications, semicon-
ductors, computer architecture, memory
and storage systems, consumer electron-
ics, medical devices, and electro-chemical
devices, among others. His recent notable
work includes representing multiple For-
tune 100 clients in global patent disputes
involving cellular communication technol-
ogy and standard essential patents. Alex’s
extensive pro bono practice focuses on im-
migration and civil rights causes. He has
argued multiple appeals before the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
and represented clients in the Southern
District of California, the San Diego Su-
perior Court, and the Board of Immigra-
tion Appeals.

FISH.

P atent litigator, trial lawyer, and coun-

ALEXANDER GIANNETTO
Partner
Bremer Whyte Brown &
O'Meara

lex Giannetto is a partner with
A Bremer, Whyte, Brown & O’Meara

LLP’ San Diego office. Mr. Gi-
annetto graduated from Rutgers University
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Commu-
nication and with Minors in Economics
and Criminology. Mr. Giannetto received
his law degree from Thomas Jefferson
School of Law in San Diego in 2008. M.
Giannetto has extensive experience in all
aspects of civil litigation handling liability
matters including slip and falls, catastroph-
ic injuries, wrongful death, traumatic brain
injuries, and construction claims. He has
obtained favorable trial results defending
clients on personal injury matters in San
Diego and has appellate experience. He is
an AV-rated attorney by Martindale-Hub-
bell who was voted Best of the Bar in San
Diego in 2014 and a Top Lawyer in San
Diego in 2018. Mr. Giannetto is licensed
to practice in the states of California, New
York, and New Jersey.

Bremer Whyte
Brown & O'Meara LLP
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Partners
In excellence.

Larry Nishnick Matt Schwartz

DLA Piper proudly applauds our partners Larry Nishnick
and Matt Schwartz for being named Leaders in Law by the
San Diego Business Journal.

I DLA PIPER dlapiper.com
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JOHN GOMEZ
CEO & Founder
Gomez Trial Attorneys

CEO. While also one of our nation’s

leading and most decorated trial law-
yers, he is first a devoted husband, father
and community leader. John is one of the
most prolific and successful trial lawyers in
the country. He has tried personal injury,
fraud, class action, mass tort and of course,
criminal cases. He has won verdicts in ex-
cess of one, ten and one hundred million
dollars. He has obtained jury verdicts of
more than one million dollars in more than
15 separate cases, and in 6 cases, obtained
jury verdicts in excess of one million dol-
lars in cases in which the defense offered
zero dollars to settle. Those trial results
have resulted in him being named San Di-
ego’s Trial Lawyer of the Year twice, and
his receipt of 11 separate Outstanding Trial
Lawyer Awards, more than any trial lawyer
in San Diego history.

(@)Gomez

J ohn Gomez is the Firm’s founder and

AMY GOSTANIAN

Managing Partner
The Estate Lawyers

what would become The Estate Lawyers

shortly after passing the bar. Mentored
by two seasoned attorneys, she developed
a focus on estate planning and gained her
first significant trust and probate litiga-
tion case in 2007, sparking her passion for
Conservatorships and Trust Contests. Amy
earned bar certification four years into
her practice and expanded the firm with
a commitment to excellence. In 2017, Mi-
chelle C. Bartolic joined as an associate,
becoming partner in 2021. By 2023, Amy
and Michelle merged with the Law Offices
of Bradley R. Kirk, creating The Estate
Lawyers.

| 12005, Amy L. Gostanian founded

d

THE ESTATE LAWYERS

ADVOCACY IGNITED

RANDY GROSSMAN

Partner & San Diego Office Leader
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

anatt Partner Randy Grossman is
IVI a former U.S. Attorney and expe-

rienced trial attorney with nearly
three decades of experience. Randy has
successfully represented clients in govern-
ment investigations involving alleged viola-
tions of federal and state laws, complex civ-
il litigation, and pro bono asylum cases. He
has tried more than seventy cases to jury
verdict. As U.S. Attorney for the South-
ern District of California, he served as the
chief federal law enforcement official in
San Diego and Imperial counties, led the
defense of the U.S. in civil litigation, and
advised the Attorney General on nation-
al policies. Earlier in his career, he served
as a San Diego Deputy District Attorney.
Randy is also a leader committed to our
community, having served as President of
the San Diego Association of Business Tri-
al Lawyers, Trustee for California Western
School of Law, the San Diego County Bar
Association Legal Ethics Committee, and
on non-profit governing boards.

1

PATRICK HAASE
Shareholder
Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

Shareholder Patrick Haase, chair of

the firm’s Estate Planning & Admin-
istration practice group, provides estate
planning, trust and probate law counsel-
ing. He is known for making a significant
impact in the lives of the individuals and
families he serves. As a Certified Specialist
in Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law
by the State Bar of California Board of
Legal Specialization and a designated Cer-
tified Elder Law Attorney (CELA) by the
National Elder Law Foundation, Patrick is
a standout legal authority in a growing and
competitive field. His practice focuses on
complex and contested probate and trust
administrations and advising clients on ba-
sic and advanced estate planning strategies.

S eltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

';- SELTZER
‘ “ CAPLAN

i1 MCMAHON
IL a1 VITEK

STEFFI HAFEN

Managing Partner
Snell & Wilmer

practice as the Managing Partner of

Snell & Wilmer’s San Diego office.
She is a Certified Specialist in Estate Plan-
ning, Trust and Probate Law, by the Cali-
fornia Board of Legal Specialization. She
is co-leader of the firm’s Private Client Ser-
vices practice group and a partner in the
General Federal Tax practice group. Steffi
helped relocate the firm’s newest office to
San Diego in 2020 and, in just five years,
has grown the office from 2 attorneys to
23 attorneys. As a first generation Cuban
American, Steffi has always focused on
making a meaningful impact on diverse
communities. She serves on the Board of
the San Diego Regional EDC, advancing
inclusive economic development, and on
the Board of Junior Achievement of San
Diego County, where she supports career
readiness programs and mentorship to en-
hance educational outcomes and Latino
representation in San Diego’s high-growth
industries.

SNELL
& WILMER

S teffi Hafen leads a thriving legal

DAWN HALL CUNNEEN

Partner
Cunneen Booth, LLP

of experience representing clients

in estate planning, estate and gift
taxation, family succession planning, post-
death trust and probate administrations,
and trust estate and probate estate litiga-
tion. When counseling clients on estate
planning issues, Ms. Cunneen employs a
collaborative approach and works closely
with the client, the client’s financial advi-
sors, and accountants to develop a custom-
ized, practical estate plan. Employing a
strategic team-driven approach ensures all
aspects of the client’s financial and family
circumstances are taken into account in
the most economic and productive manner.
Ms. Cunneen has significant experience
working with complex family dynamics,
high concentrations of commercial real es-
tate, and unique assets. Ms. Cunneen uses
her extensive litigation experience to identi-
fy potential issues and create a strategy for
avoiding litigation as she counsels and ad-
vises individuals in their estate planning,

D awn Hall Cunneen has over 30 years

BO HARVEY

Partner
Stoel Rives LLP

partner in Stoel Rives’ Energy De-
A velopment practice, Bo Harvey

represents energy clients in a wide
range of matters. He is sought out for his
expertise regarding energy and commod-
ity-related transactions, including power
purchase agreements, financially settled en-
ergy hedges, swaps and derivatives, tolling
agreements, and transactions involving en-
vironmental attributes and renewable ener-
gy credits. He provides regulatory guidance
on energy matters that intersect with the
Dodd-Frank Act and certain CFTC reg-
ulations as well as related industry proto-
cols published by ISDA. Bo also regularly
represents developers and sponsors in the
acquisition, development and sale of solar
and battery renewable energy projects. A
renewable energy industry thought lead-
er, Bo has co-authored chapters on power
purchase agreements in Stoel’s “The Law
of Solar Energy” and “The Law of Wind”
handbooks and he serves on the Technol-
ogy Advisory Committee for the Southern
California Energy Innovation Network.

@ Stoel Rives..

JIM HEFFNER

Partner
Hahn Loeser & Parks

ness disputes, complex commercial

litigation, and large exposure employ-
ment litigation. He has a unique perspec-
tive, representing plaintiffs and defendants
in a broad range of disputes. Jim has suc-
cessfully represented a Fortune 400 compa-
ny in defense of a class action through ap-
peal, resulting in an award of defense fees
in excess of $1 million, defended the chair-
man of the board of a fortune 500 com-
pany against a multi-million dollar claim
for interference, and both prosecuted and
defended multiple multi-million-dollar em-
ployee raiding/trade secret cases. Jim has
earned AV Preeminent status from Martin-
dale-Hubbell and Rising Star honors from
San Diego Super Lawyers. Jim is an active
member in the San Diego community. He
is a past President of the La Jolla Bar As-
sociation where he currently serves on its
Board. He is a member of the San Diego
County Bar Association and the Associa-
tion of Business Trial Lawyers.

J im Heffner handles high-stakes busi-

HAHN @
LOESER

attorneys at law




Recognizing Success

Foley iIs proud to congratulate our colleagues
on being honored for the San Diego Business
Journal's Leaders of Influence in Law.

o

Benjamin Morris Jaikaran Singh Paul Hunter
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NANCY HENDERSON

Partner
Henderson Caverly & Pum LLP

and managing partner at Hender-

son, Caverly & Pum LLP and Chair
of the Estate Planning Group. A Fellow of
the American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel (ACTEC), she has served on the
Program Committee and the California
State Bar Estate Planning Law Adviso-
ry Commission. Nancy is recognized in
Southern California Super Lawyers since
2008 and The Best Lawyers in America®
for her work in Nonprofit/Charities Law,
Tax Law, and Trusts and Estates, receiving
multiple Lawyer of the Year awards. She
earned her law degree from UC Berkeley,
graduating in the top 10% of her class, and
her bachelor’s degree magna cum laude
from Duke University. Nancy frequent-
ly lectures on estate, gift, and tax planning
topics at prestigious conferences nation-
wide, including Heckerling, ACTEC, and
ALI-CLE.

N ancy G. Henderson is a founding

Henderson
Caverly Pumuwr

www.sdbj.com

JAMES HUBER

Partner
Global Legal Law Firm

ames C. Huber, Partner at Global Le-

gal Law Firm, is an expert payments

litigator, cryptocurrency consultant,
and a nationally recognized expert in the
compliance field. He has spent the last 15
years in the payment litigation space at the
head of his brainchild Global Legal Law
Firm. An early entrant to the payment
environment, Huber has adapted to the
times to lead Global Legal to major wins
against giants in the field such as Bank of
America, PayPal, Intuit, American Express,
and Chase Bank. Huber is well-versed in
mergers and acquisitions, compliance, con-
tract review, internal operations, regulatory
defense including FTC, CFPB, DOJ, AG,
class actions, and all legal aspects that af-
fect a business. Huber received his bache-
lor’s degree from Montana State Univer-
sity and his J.D. from Cal Western School
of Law.

LEGAL LAW FIRM

DANIELLE HUMPHRIES

Partner
Hahn Loeser & Parks

s Chair of Hahn Loeser’s San Di-
A ego Trusts & Estates Practice Group,

Group with a reputation as a trusted
legal advisor with experience, insight, and
sophistication, Danielle serves as general
counsel for families, managing a multitude
of legal issues, including trust and estate
related issues, wealth preservation and pro-
tection, philanthropic planning, and tax
planning. Danielle has extensive experience
representing fiduciaries and beneficiaries
in complex trust and estate administration
and litigation. She volunteers on San Di-
ego community boards, including Promis-
es2Kids and completed a term as Chair of
the Philanthropy Committee, which serves
the diverse needs of more than 3,000 San
Diego foster children. Danielle has been
named to Best Lawyers in America®, for
both Litigation-Trust and Estates and
Trust and Estates in four consecutive years
and earned Women of Influence in Law
from San Diego Business Journal in four
straight years.

HAHN @
LOESER

attorneys at law
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PAUL HUNTER

Partner & Office Managing Partner,
San Diego
Foley & Lardner LLP

aul Hunter is a leading intellectual
P property attorney and the managing

partner of Foley & Lardner’s San Di-
ego office. With deep expertise in electron-
ics, AL, machine learning, semiconductors,
and more, Paul helps companies navigate
complex legal and business challenges re-
lated to cutting-edge technologies. He is
known for his ability to protect valuable
innovations through patents and trade se-
crets, particularly in the Al and software
sectors. Paul’s practice is centered on maxi-
mizing the value of technology assets, from
patenting software to evaluating patent
portfolios for mergers and acquisitions. He
also represents clients in post-grant pro-
ceedings such as inter partes review (IPR)
and advises on technology-driven business
agreements, including licensing and joint
ventures. His strategic approach and tech-
nical insight make him one of San Diego's
top attorneys in intellectual property law.

=FOLEY

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP

TIM HUTTER

Partner
Allen Matkins

at Allen Matkins, where he chairs the

Litigation group for the San Diego
and Orange County offices. Tim focuses
primarily on business and real estate dis-
putes, including contract, joint venture,
entitlement, land use, construction, and
landlord/tenant litigation. He is a leading
authority on residential and mixed-use
projects that invoke California's density bo-
nus law to incorporate and develop afford-
able housing. Tim works with landowners
and developers as they seck approvals from
local jurisdictions and litigates to protect
their rights under state and local laws. Tim
is very active in the real estate communi-
ty. He is serving as the 2024 President of
Lambda Alpha’s San Diego Chapter and
has been the Chair of the City of San Di-
ego’s Historical Resources Board since
2022. He is active with the Urban Land
Institute and the Building Industry Associ-
ation of San Diego County.

T im s a litigation and land use partner

Allen Matkins

MEI-YING IMANAKA

Partner
Solomon Ward Seidenwurm
& Smith

ei-Ying Imanaka, a partner at Sol-
IVI omon Ward Seidenwurm & Smith

LLP, balances her employment
law and business litigation practices to pro-
vide advice, counsel and litigation services
to clients facing high-stakes disputes. She
leverages her years of prior experience
representing plaintiffs in class-action and
employment matters to craft creative de-
fense strategies and is known for taking a
proactive, client-focused approach that pri-
oritizes early resolution and risk mitigation
to secure positive outcomes. Of note, Mei-
Ying has had recent success defending a
case in arbitration, obtaining a full defense
verdict for a well-known hospitality brand
and winning several summary adjudica-
tion/judgment motions for businesses. A
mother of two, Mei-Ying brings empathy
and insight to her leadership role, where
she champions parental leave, flexible work
and professional development opportuni-
ties, creating a culture of support, which
improves morale and retention even in a
demanding work environment.

Solomon
Ward

Attormeys at Law

Solomon
Ward
Seidenwurm &
Smith e

ANTHONY INSOGNA

Partner
Jones Day

nthony is the Chair of Jones Day’s
A global IP Practice, one of the top IP

practices worldwide in reputation
and size—over 220 professionals through-
out 28 cities in 7 countries across the U.S.,
Europe, and Asia-Pacific. In 2004, Antho-
ny founded the Firm’s 29th office in San
Diego (SDO)—serving as the Partner-in-
Charge until becoming the co-leader of the
IP Practice in 2010. In 2014, Anthony be-
came the IP Practice Chair. Under Antho-
ny’s leadership, the Practice has remained
one of the Firm’s largest practices—with
the second largest concentration of IP pro-
fessionals in SDO. Since 2004, SDO grew
from 2 to over 60 lawyers across practices.
A preeminent life sciences patent lawyer,
Anthony has more than 30 years of experi-
ence enforcing and defending patents, driv-
ing patent strategy, and conducting due
diligence for Bristol-Myers Squibb, Merck
& Co., Cerevel, Puma Biotechnology, and
Kura Oncology. Anthony’s work includes
HUMIRA, REVLIMID and OTEZLA.

JONES
DAY

MICHELLE JACKO

Managing Partner & CEO
Jacko Law Group PC

ichelle L. Jacko, Esq., is the Man-
IVI aging Partner and CEO of Jacko

Law Group PC, a corporate and
securities law firm specializing in securities,
corporate law, and litigation. She found-
ed the firm in 2007 to address a gap in the
marketplace and help investment advisers,
broker-dealers, private fund managers, and
others meet their business goals. An active
contributor in the securities and compli-
ance fields, Ms. Jacko frequently publishes
in top industry journals and is in high de-
mand for speaking engagements at nation-
al conferences and prestigious firms. Ms.
Jacko is a proud member of the National
Association of Women Business Owners
(NAWBO), in which she was honored as fi-
nalist for the 2019 NAWBO Bravo Awards
in San Diego. Recent accolades include
San Diego Super Lawyers (2023-2024),
San Diego Business Journal (SDBJ) CEO
of the Year finalist (2019-2024), Women of
Influence in Law (2018-2023), Business-
woman of the Year (2020-2022), and more.

JACKO LAW GROUP, PC
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Pillsbury is a full-service international law firm with a particular focus on the technology
& life sciences, energy, financial, and real estate & construction sectors. It is proud to see
two of its local leaders—Christian in M&A and venture capital, and Callie in IP litigation—
recognized for their respective work with San Diego’s leading companies.

SaN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

11682 EI Camino Real, Suite 200 of INFLUENCE in
San Diego, CA 92130

+1.858.509.4000 | pillsburylaw.com
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MYRIAH JAWORSKI

Member-in-Charge, San Diego
Clark Hill

ber-in-Charge Myriah is a go-to ad-
visor on data privacy and Al legal
issues. Recognized by Legal 500 U.S. and

C lark Hill's San Diego office Mem-

as a Law360 Rising Star, her career defend-

ing clients in privacy and data breach class
action litigation, regulatory investigations,
and technology disputes started through
the DOJ’s selective Honors Program. She
achieves precedent-setting results in wire
transfer fraud, cyber bullying and right to
publicity matters. Notably, Myriah deliv-
ered an impressive win in a first-of-its-kind
federal trial on a misdirected wire transfer/
business email compromise loss for client
Studco Building Systems. An acknowl-
edged industry leader, she was appointed

to the Consulting Group to Establish a Le-

gal Specialization in Privacy by the State
of California Bar Association; is the Chair
of the San Diego County Bar Association
Privacy and Cybersecurity Law Executive
Committee; and is Vice Chair of the San
Diego County Bar Association’s Privacy
and Cyber Committee.

Clark Hill

PHIL JELSMA

Partner
Crosbie Gliner Schiffman
Southard & Swanson LLP (CGS3)

the tax practice team at Crosbie

Gliner Schiffman Southard & Swan-
son LLC (CGS3). Widely recognized as
one of the state’s leading joint venture and
tax attorneys, he has more than 30 years
of experience in structuring sophisticated
real estate and business transactions — with
expertise in real estate exchanges, syndica-
tions, nonprofit corporations and interna-
tional tax planning. His practice focuses on
limited liability company (LLC) and part-
nership business and tax planning, with an
emphasis on real estate and nonprofit cor-
porations. An expert witness in partnership

P hil Jelsma is a partner and chair of

and LLC disputes, he also served on the ex-

ecutive committee of the Taxation Section
of the California State Bar and is an active
participant in ABA tax subcommittees. He
is an adjunct professor at the University of
San Diego School of Law, specializing in
tax law. He holds a B.S. in business from

USC and a J.D. from Stanford Law School.

—LAW —
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DANIEL KAMKAR

Partner
Knobbe Martens

lectual property law firm Knob-

be Martens, focuses on creating
and protecting valuable IP portfolios for
companies around the globe. Armed with
a background in scientific research, Mr.
Kamkar counsels clients in a wide range
of technological fields including batter-
ies, solar cells, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics,
polymers, alloys, lasers, and other areas of
chemistry, physics and materials science.
He has extensive experience representing
clients in proceedings before the US Patent
and Trademark Office. In addition to his
dedication to client service, Mr. Kamkar
is a leader in the legal community. As a
Board Member of the [ranian American
Bar Association’s San Diego Chapter, he
helps lead the planning for events that pro-
vide student scholarships and networking
opportunities for members of the commu-
nity. He also volunteers with Women of
MENA in Technology, a non-profit with
a mission to close the diversity and gender
gap in STEM fields.

D aniel A. Kamkar, a partner at intel-

Knobbe Martens

OCTOBER 28, 2024

ANDREW KOHN
Shareholder & CEO
Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin

ndrew N. Kohn has a wide range of
A civil litigation and trial experience,

primarily in the fields of personal
injury, business litigation, and products lia-
bility. Drew has achieved Martindale-Hub-
bell’s highest rating for legal ability and
ethical standards. In January 2014, Drew
was elected to the American Board of Trial
Advocates (ABOTA), and in October 2018,
was elevated in rank from Member to As-
sociate. Drew has also been selected for
inclusion in Best Lawyers in America for
2019-2025, earning recognition for his work
in Personal Injury Litigation Defense and
Product Liability Litigation Defense. Drew
is involved with many local legal organi-
zations, as well as alumni organizations
affiliated with Harvard University and the
University of Arizona. Drew has served as
the Chief Executive Officer of Pettit Kohn
Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin, PC since the firm’s
inception in 2006.

PETTITKOHN

PETTIT KOHN INGRASSIA LUTZ & DOLIN
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WITH A UNIQUE BACKGROUND IN
LAW AND PSYCHOLOGY, MS.
DECAMP IS BOTH AN ATTORNEY
AND COUNSELOR-AT-LAW TO HER
CLIENTS, HELPING THEM NAVIGATE
COMPLEX LEGAL PROCESSES WITH
CLARITY AND COMPASSION.

CONTACT ME

E: CAMILLE.DECAMP@BHGRLAW.COM
P:619.569.1690
W:WWW.BHGRLAW.COM

THIS RECOGNITION IS A TESTAMENT TO CAMILLE'S
DEDICATION TO ADVOCACY AND HER COMMITMENT TO
PROVIDING THE HIGHEST QUALITY LEGAL COUNSEL TO

BERG

BHGR GREENLEAF RUSCITTI.

THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN SAN DIEGO AND BEYOND.
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JOSEPH LAMAGNA

Partner
Hooper, Lundy & Bookman, P.C.

career advising health care providers

in a wide range of regulatory com-
pliance issues and litigation proceedings.
With a lengthy record of positive outcomes
inside and outside the courtroom, Joe is a
litigator who brings regulatory and compli-
ance perspectives and insights to his advo-
cacy in trials, arbitrations, mediations, ad-
ministrative hearings, and appeals. His cli-
ents include healthcare providers, hospitals,
long-term acute care hospitals, skilled nurs-
ing facilities, hospice, home health, long-
term care pharmacies, specialty pharma-
cies, DME suppliers, physicians, medical
groups, clinical laboratories and behavioral
health and substance abuse providers. Rep-
resenting the diverse range of providers
and suppliers help give Joe perspective that
he can share with regulators and payors.

J oe LaMagna has spent his entire legal

HOOPER
LUNDY
BOOKMAN

JOSEPH LEVENTHAL
Partner & Head of Litigation, San Diego
Glaser Weil Fink Howard Jordan
& Shapiro LLP

oseph Leventhal is a partner and the
J head of litigation in Glaser Weil's San

Diego office. Joe is an accomplished
trial attorney with extensive experience in
complex commercial litigation, class ac-
tions, and real estate, employment and in-
tellectual property disputes. He has led jury
trial teams in both state and federal courts
and achieved successful outcomes through
appeal. Joe’s clients range from business
executives to Fortune 250 companies. Joe’s
experience is complemented by his leader-
ship in the legal and broader community.
He serves on the national board of direc-
tors for the Federal Bar Association, on the
Southern District of California’s Standing
Committee on Discipline and as VP of the
San Diego Federal Bar Foundation. Joe
also actively serves on the boards of St.
Vincent de Paul’s Village and Just The Be-
ginning, a pipeline organization focused on
increasing diversity in law. He was former-
ly commissioner of the City of San Diego
Ethics Commission.

Glaser
Weil

SCOTT LEVIN
Chief PeaceKeeper
San Diego Divorce Mediation

& Family Law

cott Levin is a family law attorney,
known as the chief peacekeeper in

helping families navigate divorce
peacefully without having to go to court.
He has been a full-time family attorney
since 2004. He has a Juris Doctor from
the University of Virginia School of Law
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from New
York University. He leverages an eclectic
background in law, business and finance
through his family and divorce mediation
practice. He provides exclusive mediation

services for divorce and family law disputes.

He is passionate and dedicated to resolving
conflict outside of court. He is known for
helping clients understand their needs and
goals. He brings a great deal of knowledge
and experience to the negotiating table to
help arrive at an agreement that benefits
both parties.

Congratulations!®
Elizabeth Carazolez,

DIRECTOR OF MANAGEMENT

At CaseyGerry, we pride ourselves on strung leadership and
a commitment to excellence. Elizabeth's passion and dedication
continue to inspire our entire team, driving us to serve our clients
with the highest standards.

teaoers LAW

of INFLUENCE in

CINDY LOVERING

Partner
Sidley Austin LLP

fter joining Sidley Austin in 2023,
A Cindy has been appointed as one

of the leaders of Sidley’s San Diego
office. She focuses her practice on repre-
senting lenders and agents on fund finance
transactions, and regularly advises lenders
and borrowers on growth stage life sci-
ence and technology financings, as well as
middle-market financings. Her extensive
experience includes advising on complex
deal structures, cross-border transactions,
and investor documentation issues, and
she is one of few attorneys in the fund fi-
nance industry with experience successful-
ly enforcing a lender’s right to call capital
and receive capital contributions under a
subscription line facility. She is an active
member of the Fund Finance Association
and its Women in Fund Finance section.
Cindy received her J.D. from Chicago-Kent
College of Law, Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology and her B.A. from San Diego State
University.

SIDLEY

For being selected as a San Diego 2024 Leader
of Influence in Law by the San Diego Business Journal!

(O s O

(] CASEYGERRY
CASEYGERRY.COM

110 LAUREL ST.
SAN DIEGD, CA 92101

CaseyGerry

CASEY GERAY SCHEMK FRAMCAVILLA BLATT & PENFIELD LLP
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JENNIFER LYNCH

Owner & Principal
Lynch Litigation

igator and trial attorney. She stands

apart in her dedication and passion
to bring civil justice. Whether working for
an individual, firm or group located locally
or internationally, she is able to bring ease,
trust and professionalism to the client and
her practice. She serves in leadership on
the La Jolla Bar Association serving as co-
chair of the social committee and involved
in the speakers’ committee. She litigates in
both California State and Federal Courts
and handles cases throughout Southern
California. She resides in San Diego, Cal-
ifornia and currently practices in La Jolla
and can be reached at her offices via tele-
phone at 858-454-5500 or via e-mail at Jen-
nifer Lynch at jl@lynchlitigation.com.

J ennifer Lynch is a seasoned civil lit-

&

LYNCH LITIGATION

DAVID MAJCHRZAK
Office Managing Shareholder &

Deputy General Counsel
Klinedinst PC

avid Majchrzak is an Office Manag-
D ing Shareholder and Deputy Gener-

al Counsel at Klinedinst PC and is
a seasoned ethicist, civil litigator, and cer-
tified specialist by the State Bar of Califor-
nia in legal malpractice law, who is listed in
Best Lawyers in America and Super Law-
yers. Majchrzak has served as the president
of the San Diego County Bar Association
and the William L. Todd, Jr. American
Inn of Court and is the President Elect of
the Association of Professional Responsi-
bility Lawyers, the country’s largest asso-
ciation for legal ethicists and professional
responsibility lawyers. Majchrzak has also
been a leader in evolution in legal ethics
and chairs the American Bar Association’s
study and potential revision of the regula-
tion of lawyers in multijurisdictional prac-
tice. Majchrzak remains heavily involved as
a leader in numerous local, national, and
international lawyer organizations and is a
prominent writer and national speaker on
the subjects of legal ethics and civility.

Klinedinst

ATTORNEYS

JOSEPH MARTINEZ
Shareholder
Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

Shareholder Joseph Martinez is a

veteran real estate, finance and busi-
ness attorney, and leader of the law firm’s
Cross-Border practice group, which ad-
vises clients in connection with in-bound
business and asset investment, acquisition
and disposition transactions, and helps
them navigate disputes and controversies
involving international participants who
compete in a global marketplace. Joe and
his SCMV colleagues also represented the
Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation in
its successful joint venture transaction that
will bring a Major League Soccer team to
San Diego in Spring 2025. And, outside
of his legal practice, Joe serves in a number
of community leadership roles, including
seats on the San Diego Padres Hispan-
ic Community Advisory Council, the San
Diego Opera Board of Directors (and its
Philanthropy, Finance and Hispanic Initia-
tives subcommittees) and the Southwestern
College Foundation Board of Directors
(where he is the newly elected president).

VA SELTZER
' “ CAPLAN
] MCMAHON
(1AM

a1l VITEK

S eltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

JOSH MAXWELL

Managing Partner
Hone Maxwell LLP

ne year after opening an office in Ti-
O juana, Mexico, Hone Maxwell LLP

Managing Partner Josh Maxwell led
his San Diego-based international tax and
business law firm in another cross-border
expansion, opening a Singapore office in
January 2024. Josh is a go-to authority on
international tax issues — especially chal-
lenges arising from FATCA compliance. A
certified public accountant with a robust
background in finance and tax law, Josh
divides his focus between his successful in-
ternational tax law practice and leading the
eight-attorney, multi-national firm with de-
termination, cultural awareness and market
insight. His recent client successes include
securing the abatement of all penalties for
a client whose CPA didn't file their tax re-
turns on time, creating $70,000 in interna-
tional reporting penalties. Another client,
facing a $500,000 penalty under the Off-
shore Voluntary Disclosure Program, set-
tled her case for $120,000 after Josh took
over the matter from her previous attorney.

Hone
Maxwell
LLP

Congratulations, Guillermo!

Constangy congratulates our new
San Diego Partner & Office Head,

Guillermo Escobedo, for being
named a San Diego Business Journal
2024 Leader of Influence in Law

CONSTANGY
BROOKS, SMITH

PROPHETE L

501 West Broadway, Suite 800, San Diego, CA 92101
www.constangy.com
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SAM MCGOVERN

CEO & Managing Attorney
McGovern Law Group, APC

fter transitioning from a career in
A law enforcement to law school, Sam

McGovern founded McGovern Law
Group in 2020. The firm focuses on estate
planning, trusts, and probate administra-
tion. Since its inception, the firm has grown
to three locations across San Diego County,
with offices in La Mesa, Alpine, and Chula
Vista. Sam’s vision it to create a firm that is
accessible to all San Diegans and provides
old-fashioned service to clients with the
best modern practice available. The firm’s
goal is that when a client comes to McGov-
ern Law Group, they will be confident that
they are receiving the best service and value
possible and will leave with peace of mind
no matter the issue. Team MLG is com-
mitted helping clients protect their family,
assets, and legacy under Sam’s leadership.
Outside of the firm, Sam is also an active
community member and serves on several
non-profit boards.

ESTATE PLANNING | TRUSTS | PROBATE

MCGOVERN

LAW GROUP

KEVAN MCLAUGHLIN

Managing Partner
McLaughlin Legal, APC

force and managing partner behind

McLaughlin Legal, APC. Kevan
brings a wealth of experience as a Certified
Tax Law Specialist, with an unwavering
dedication to providing top-notch legal ser-
vices in San Diego. His practice as a San
Diego tax attorney focuses on Federal and
California tax law, with a special emphasis
on representing taxpayers in civil and crim-
inal tax litigation and controversy cases,
which includes defending tax professionals
like CPA's, other attorneys, and Enrolled
Agents. Kevan has successfully litigated tax
cases in the United States Tax Court, 9th
Circuit Court of Appeals, California Of-
fice of Tax Appeals, and resolved countless
cases before the IRS, FTB, CDTFA, and
EDD.

K evan P McLaughlin is the driving

MCLAUGHLIN LEGAL

BARDIA MOAYEDI

Partner
Snell & Wilmer

nell & Wilmer Partner Bardia
S Moayedi is chair of the firm’s Tech-

nology Industry Group and co-chair
of the Life Sciences Industry Group. He
advises emerging growth and public com-
panies throughout their life cycles as well
as venture capital and private equity firms,
particularly in the life sciences, high-tech-
nology, financial technology, food and
beverage, and clean-technology industries.
He has significant experience representing
companies and financial firms in a broad
range of general corporate governance and
transactional matters, including venture
capital financings, mergers and acquisi-
tions, debt offerings, spin-offs/divestitures,
joint ventures, [POs, follow-on offerings,
and tender offers. Bardia is an active mem-
ber of the startup and venture capital com-
munity, volunteering his time as an advisor
for the University of California, Irvine’s
Applied Innovation Incubator, San Diego
State University’s ZIP Launchpad, and
University of California, Hastings Startup
Legal Garage.

SNELL
& WILMER

DANIEL MOGIN

Managing Partner
MoginRubin LLP

s an attorney with more than 40
A years of experience in the Antitrust

space, Daniel Mogin has been an
adjunct professor on the subject, has been
honored and recognized countless times by
various publications and outlets, and has
been invited to participate in some of the
largest Antitrust cases in the country, often
referred to as a “lawyer’s lawyer” for his
expertise and experience. Daniel Mogin is
the top in the field because he has dedicat-
ed his entire career to protecting consum-
ers, promoting competition, and ultimately,
changing thousands of lives by improving
the way companies do business. Dan has
been selected as a “Best Lawyer in Amer-
ica,”a “Super Lawyer,” and “Lawyer of
the Year” and “Thought Leading Author,”
for Antitrust Litigation. He has repeatedly
been chosen as one of San Diego’s “Top
Attorneys” and has been named Interna-
tional Advisory Expert in Unfair Compe-
tition and Complex Business Litigation in
California.

Congratulations to Ryan Blair,
Summer Wynn and Chad Shear for
being recognized by the San Diego

Business Journal as 2024
Leaders of Influence in Law.

Cooley
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NATALIE MORGAN

Partner
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Sonsini’s San Diego office in 2004.

Twenty years later, she is a longtime
partner at the firm and a versatile patent
litigator, whose cases span the country and
numerous technologies. In 2021, she took
to trial a patent infringement case involv-
ing electronic trading that she spearheaded
for over a decade. The plaintiff sought over
$1 billion in damages from her client and
sought to treble that for willful infringe-
ment The jury rejected the plaintiff’s bid
and awarded just $6.6 million—the precise
amount suggested by Natalie’s team. She
also won a recent trial for client NuVasive
over patent rights to a suite of pioneering
spinal surgery tools. She is actively litigat-
ing multiple Hatch-Waxman patent cases
determining when certain generic drugs
can come to market. Natalie mentors asso-
ciates at Wilson Sonsini and supports res-
cue dogs (including her own).

N atalie Morgan helped open Wilson

WILSON
SONSINI

(3) Clark Hill

BENJAMIN MORRIS

Partner
Foley & Lardner LLP

ego’s legal community, blending pro-

fessional expertise and advocacy. A
litigation partner focusing on construction
law at Foley & Lardner, Ben successful-
ly navigates complex legal landscapes and
delivers exceptional client outcomes. Ben
regularly handles high-stakes construction
disputes, negotiates complicated contracts,
and provides strategic counsel on signifi-
cant projects. His in-depth knowledge and
innovative problem-solving have earned
him a stellar reputation among peers and
clients. Beyond his professional achieve-
ments, Ben demonstrates a commitment
to community service. Serving as the pro
bono chair for Foley’s San Diego office, he
has significantly expanded the firm’s pro
bono initiatives by getting every attorney
in San Diego to participate actively in pro
bono projects, ensuring legal assistance
reaches those in need.

B enjamin Morris is a force in San Di-

=FOLEY

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP

KEVIN MURPHY

President
Murphy Jones APC

managing partner of Murphy Jones

APC. Mr. Murphy earned his Bach-
elor's Degree in Political Science with a
concentration in Public Law in 2003 from
the University of California, San Diego
(UCSD). Mr. Murphy completed a Com-
parative Law Institute at the Université
Paris-Sorbonne, via Cornell University
in 2003, and obtained his Juris Doctorate
Degree from California Western School of
Law (CWSL) in 2006. Mr. Murphy rep-
resents licensed professionals before State
Administrative Boards and practices civil
litigation in both California and Nevada.
Mr. Murphy is an active member of the
State Bars of California and Nevada, and
currently serves as Immediate Past-Pres-
ident of the East County San Diego Bar
Assoc. and as Vice-Chair of the Nevada
State Bar's Administrative Law Section.
Mr. Murphy is a Fellow of the College of
Stoic Philosophers and founded StoicAt-
torneys.com which is an organization for
legal professionals to foster ethical practice
of the law.

K evin C. Murphy is the co-founder &

U JOnEs . ]

JASON MURTAGH
Shareholder
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney

chanan Ingersoll & Rooney’s Califor-

nia Employment Law practice and
the Managing Partner of the Firms San
Diego office. With more than 25 years of
legal experience on both coasts, he serves
as a trusted advisor to clients in a variety
of fields, including financial services, phar-
maceutical and life sciences, retail, and
start-ups. Jason has a background in em-
ployment law, antitrust, products liability,
and corporate transactions. He has expe-
rience in almost every type of venue avail-
able including mediation, arbitration, and
state and federal court including the U.S.
Supreme Court where he prevailed in the
case he argued. Given the variety of Jason’s
experience, he is able to offer full-service
support to his clients, including everything
from advising on everyday employment
issues, to litigating “bet the company” cas-
es, to advising senior executives about their
transitions between companies and negoti-
ating on their behalf.

J ason Murtagh is the Chair of Bu-

Buchanan

Congratulations Brian Adkins and Myriah Jaworski,
2024 Leaders in Law!

Brian Adkins
Member, San Diego
badkins@clarkhill.com

Myriah V. Jaworski
Member-in-Charge, San Diego
CIPP/US, CIPP/E
mjaworski@clarkhill.com

Clark Hill is an international team of legal advisors focused on delivering
exceptional growth for your business.

clarkhill.com #simplysmarter
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BRIAN NESE

Principal Attorney Office Managing Partner Shareholder Partner
NAHAMA LAW Latham & Watkins LLP Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin Stoel Rives LLP
arree Nahama is the principal at- s the Managing Partner of Latham’s yan H. Nell is an employment attor- ne of California’s most respected
torney of NAHAMA LAW which San Diego office, Omar Nazif’s ney responsible for representing Cal- renewable and alternative energy at-
is celebrating its 9th anniversary. leadership and experience help drive ifornia employers statewide in both torneys, Brian Nese is a partner in

Dedicated to seeking justice for injured
children and their families, Carree and her
legal team at NAHAMA LAW are com-
passionate, hard-working, and committed
to results that make a difference in clients’
lives. Carree is an award-winning trial at-
torney, receiving the “Streetfighter” award
from Consumer Attorneys of San Diego
(CASD) in 2023. Beyond her legal practice,
Carree is deeply engaged in the legal com-
munity. As a Master and team leader for
the Louis M. Welsh Inn of Court and co-
chair of the Women’s Caucus for CASD,
she spearheads initiatives that empower
and support her peers. The Latin phrase

“BONA FIDE” captures Carree’s vibrant
personality, passion, and authenticity. She
is a committed volunteer and gifted con-
nector, who often collaborates with individ-
uals with different areas of specialization,
firm size, skill sets and is a strong advocate
for intergenerational collaboration.

N

NAHAMA,
LAW

v

e TAX AUDITS .

the success of the firm in the community.
He coordinates 215 lawyers and profession-
al staff as they advise clients ranging from
local start-ups to multinational corpora-
tions. In his project finance and develop-
ment practice, Omar represents Sponsors,
lenders, and investors on debt and tax equi-
ty financings of renewable energy projects
and other energy transition matters, with
particular experience working on solar,
wind, energy storage and carbon capture
projects. For example, he recently advised
Harvestone Low Carbon Partnersin a
first-of-its-kind carbon capture and se-
questration transaction and advised Clear-
way Energy Group in a $700 million solar
energy and battery storage construction
financing in California. Having previous-
ly worked in the firm's San Francisco, Lon-
don, and Dubai offices, he brings a unique
perspective to clients developing projects in
the U.S. and abroad.

LATHAMEWATKINSuwe

counseling and comprehensive litigation
support. With the ever-changing landscape
of California and federal employment law,
Ryan prides himself on assisting clients in
staying ahead of the curve in an effort to
avoid legal trouble before it arises. He has
extensive experience representing clients in
harassment, retaliation, and discrimination
matters, as well as large-scale wage and
hour lawsuits. Ryan speaks regularly on a
wide range of topics aimed at assisting Cal-
ifornia employers in the avoidance of legal
trouble before it arises, and his work in the
field has led to his recognition as a San Di-
ego Rising Star by Super Lawyers in 2018-
2024 and his inclusion in the Best Lawyers:
Ones to Watch list in 2021-2024.

PETTITKOHN

PETTIT KOHN INGRASSIA LUTZ & DOLIN

Stoel Rives” Energy Development group
and leads the firm’s renewable energy team
in California, working on renewable ener-
gy projects nationwide and furthering the
work of innovative sustainable energy or-
ganizations dedicated to reducing the coun-
try’s reliance on fossil fuels. In his practice,
Brian represents renewable energy project
developers, owners and operators in proj-
ect development and M&A transactions,
helping them to develop, build, finance,
own and operate renewable energy projects.
As Co-Chair of Stoel’s Energy Industry
Group from 2015 to 2018, he expanded the
firm’s renewable energy practice to encom-
pass the full spectrum of alternative energy
sources. An influential leader at his firm,
Brian is a member of Stoel’s Executive
Committee and previously served as Cali-
fornia Office Managing Partner, overseeing
Stoel’s offices in Sacramento, San Diego
and San Francisco.

@ Stoel Rives..
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SuperLawyers.com
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TAX LAW FIRM
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SARA NEVA

Partner
Procopio

partner at Procopio. Neva counsels

clients on real estate purchase and
sales, leases, joint ventures, and financing.
Neva continues to build her own rapidly
growing client base by creatively guiding
real estate developers, investors, lenders,
landlords and tenants through the ev-
er-changing economic environment. Neva
finds creative and practical solutions for
clients, while cutting down on unnecessary
legal roadblocks. By focusing on real-world
issues, Neva is key to reaching deals faster
and more efficiently. She was honored as a
Best Lawyers One to Watch (2024), Super
Lawyers Rising Star (2020-2024), SD Met-
ro Top Attorney (2024), and SD Metro 40
under 40 (2021). Neva graduated magna
cum laude from Santa Clara University
(B.S.) and magna cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School (J.D.).

S ara Neva is a commercial real estate

1 Procopio

LARRY NISHNICK

Office Managing Partner, San Diego
DLA Piper LLP

advising public companies on secu-

rities law compliance and reporting
and corporate governance matters. He also
represents public and private companies
in mergers and acquisitions and venture
capital transactions. He represents clients
in a broad range of industries, including
life sciences and healthcare, semiconduc-
tor, technology, sports, media, entertain-
ment, consumer products and retail. Larry
also advises venture capital and private
equity firms, corporate and strategic in-
vestors, and angel investors in connection
with their investments. Larry advises cli-
ents from initial formation and early-stage
fundraisings through later-stage venture
capital and private equity financings to
public company public company adviso-
ry services and capital market transac-
tions, such as IPOs and follow-on offerings,
PIPEs and convertible debt financings.
Larry has extensive experience in mergers
and acquisitions, joint ventures, partner-
ships and collaborations.

I DLA PIPER

L arry Nishnick focuses his practice on

CHRISTOPHER OLMSTED
Office Managing Shareholder
Ogletree Deakins

managing shareholder of Ogletree

Deakins’ San Diego office. He helps
businesses navigate California’s complex
employment law landscape, specializing in
providing advice on workplace issues, in-
cluding wage and hour compliance, termi-
nations and severance negotiations, leaves
of absence, disability accommodation, and
more. He has 30 years of litigation ex-
perience defending employers in myriad
matters involving California FEHA and
Title VII discrimination, harassment, and
retaliation claims; wrongful termination
claims; wage and hour litigation; Cali-
fornia CFRA, federal FMLA, and other
LOA claims; and more. He leads a group
of compliance attorneys in San Diego and
is a member of Ogletree Deakins’ Califor-
nia Advice Group. He is recognized in The
Best Lawyers in America® for Employ-
ment Law — Management and Litigation —
Labor and Employment.

C hristopher Olmsted is the office

Ogletree
Deakins

JON OLSEN

Partner
Sidley Austin LLP

and Emerging Companies and Ven-

ture Capital practices in San Diego.
He regularly advises large multinationals as
well as emerging companies in the technol-
ogy and life sciences industries in their stra-
tegic acquisitions, dispositions and joint
ventures. In addition to providing strategic
counseling to his clients, Jon's practice in-
cludes mergers and acquisitions, venture
capital financings, joint ventures, debt fi-
nancings, and corporate governance. Jon's
substantial experience includes represent-
ing buyers and sellers in M&A transac-
tions as well as in cross-border transac-
tions, including acquisitions, dispositions,
minority investments, and joint ventures in
over 30 international jurisdictions ranging
from Europe and the Middle East to South
America and Asia. He also represents cor-
porate venture groups in their minority
investments in both U.S. and international
emerging growth companies.

J on Olsen is a partner in Sidley’s M&A
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Voted San Diego’s Top Attorneys for Real Estate, Business & Banking,
G10 Law delivers innovative, practical and value driven legal services
to meet the needs of our clients.
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EMIL PETROSSIAN
Managing Partner, San Diego
Glaser Weil Fink Howard Jordan
& Shapiro LLP

mil Petrossian is an experienced tri-

al attorney and managing partner

of Glaser Weil’s San Diego office.
Emil's practice covers all facets of com-
plex commercial litigation in federal and
state courts and arbitral forums, and he is
routinely called upon to handle his clients’
most sensitive matters. Recent representa-
tions include handling a multimillion-dol-
lar affordable housing litigation for Alliant
Capital, securing favorable outcomes in
high-value disputes for Post Investment
Group and CoreVest, achieving a summa-
ry judgment victory and $1.6 million fee
award for Gensler in one of its most sig-
nificant litigations ever, and serving as lead
counsel for various businesses in eight-fig-
ure civil and contract disputes. Emil is
consistently recognized as a leading com-
mercial litigator in California and has been
selected for the Daily Journal’s “40 Under
407 list, SD Metro’s “2024 Top Attorneys,”
LABJ’s “Thriving in Their 40s” list, and
Lawdragon’s “500 Leading Litigators in
America.”

Glaser
Weil

www.sdbj.com
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DOUGLAS PETTIT
Shareholder & VP
Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin

and litigation experience in the areas

of civil litigation, business litigation,
and professional liability. He has tried over
50 cases in California. His extraordinary re-
cord of favorable outcomes and exemplary
client service has resulted in recognition by
his peers over the years. He was inducted
into the American Board of Trial Advo-
cates in 2007 as the youngest member of
the San Diego Chapter and has achieved
Martindale-Hubbell’s highest rating for
legal ability and ethical standards. He has
been selected for inclusion in the San Di-
ego Super Lawyers list every year since
2007 and most recently listed as one of the
Top 10 San Diego Super Lawyers for 2015,
2016, 2023, and 2024. Doug has been rec-
ognized by every possible “Top Attorney”
list for San Diego including “San Diego’s
Top Attorneys” by The Daily Transcript,
the San Diego Business Journal’s Inaugu-
ral Best of the Bar in 2014, the San Diego
Magazine’s Top Lawyers, and Best Law-
yers in America.

PETTITKOHN

PETTIT KOHN INGRASSIA LUTZ & DOLIN

D ouglas A. Pettit has extensive trial

PETE POTENTE
CEO & Founder
POTENTE

and international business attorney

Pete Potente is the founder and CEO
of global law corporation POTENTE,
headquartered in San Diego. A proud
alumnus of The California Western School
of Law, Pete advocates for the future of
the legal industry and recently spoke on a
panel at his alma mater to inspire aspiring
attorneys. Passionate about his work, he
often says he is in the business of help-
ing people, and he loves to do just that.
Pete is a high-energy, encouraging leader
who drives success for his team through a
family-oriented mindset that fosters col-
laboration and trust. Today, POTENTE
is recognized for its expertise in guiding
international business expansion and pro-
viding strategic planning for sustainable
growth. With nearly 20 years of experience,
Pete has assisted companies from over 20
countries in expanding to and from North
America.

F irst-generation American entrepreneur

E POTENTE
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ADAM POWELL

Partner
Knobbe Martens

dam Powell is a partner at intellectu-
A al property law firm Knobbe Mar-

tens with a successful track record
of resolving technologically complex issues
for clients in the medical device, software,
electronics, chemistry, and biotechnology
industries. Mr. Powell serves as the co-chair
of the firm’s antitrust practice group and
has extensive experience litigating trade se-
cret, patent, and antitrust cases. Beyond his
practice, Mr. Powell is an active member of
the San Diego legal community. He serves
as an Officer of the San Diego Intellectual
Property Law Association and previous-
ly sat on the Board of Governors for the
San Diego chapter of the Association of
Business and Trial Lawyers. In the latter
role, he helped implement a Trial Attorney
Partnership program with the San Diego
County District Attorney’s Office and the
San Diego City Attorney’s Office to pro-
vide assistance to those offices as well as
valuable trial experience to newer attorneys.

Knobbe Martens
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When your business, legal or estate planning issue requires

a trusted advisor, Hahn Loeser is here to help.

HAHN @ LOESER

HAHN LOESER & PARKS LLP | 600 W BROADWAY | SUITE 1500
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OWEN PRASKIEVICZ

Partner
Solomon Ward Seidenwurm & Smith

wen Praskievicz, a partner at Sol-
O omon Ward Seidenwurm & Smith

LLP, is a standout trial and ap-
pellate attorney with a history of success
for his clients in San Diego. His notable
victories include recently winning a real
estate trial involving a historic Gaslamp
Quarter building, prevailing on appeals
in the California Courts of Appeals and
Ninth Circuit and defending a trademark
registration before the Trademark Trial
and Appeal Board. Known for his integ-
rity, reliability and commitment to men-
torship, Owen brings a unique perspective
to his legal practice that’s shaped by his
early foundation in journalism. His ability
to communicate complex concepts helps
him guide clients through the challenges of
civil litigation and appeals in state and fed-
eral courts. He skillfully represents clients
in investment, real estate and commercial
contract disputes; defends against class ac-
tions involving product labeling and false
advertising; and protects trademarks, trade
secrets and copyrights.

Solomon
Ward

Attorneysat Law

Soloman
Ward
Sebdenwurm &
Smilth ur

www.sdbj.com
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ERIC PROOS

Founder
EJP Law P.C.

sonal, stemming from his family's ex-

perience with a traumatic workplace
incident when he was just four years old.
His mother and family were victims of a
workplace shooting in the U.S,, leaving the
family in emotional and financial turmoil.
After witnessing numerous lawyers refuse
their case as "too hard" or "unwinnable,"
Eric was inspired to make a difference.
Though he didn't pursue the same type of
law that could have helped his family, he
chose to focus on simplifying complex le-
gal issues for his clients. Now leading EJP
Law, Eric and his team treat clients as part
of their family, guiding them through chal-
lenging legal processes. His dedication to
excellence has earned him the title of Super
Lawyers Southern California Rising Star
for 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024.

E ric's journey into law was deeply per-

EJPm

TEODORA PURCELL

President & Attorney at Law
Purcell Law, APC

garian immigrant to esteemed immi-

gration attorney is a testament to her
exceptional skill and dedication. A certified
specialist in I[mmigration and Nationality
Law, she founded Purcell Law, APC and
teaches at UCSD's paralegal program. Pur-
cell's expertise has earned her numerous
accolades, which include the 2023 Women
of Influence award by SDBJ, Thompson
Reuters Super Lawyers (2015-2024), Top.
25 Women Super Lawyers in San Diego
(2019), Best Lawyers of America (2024).
As an advocate for diverse communities,
she skillfully navigates complex immigra-
tion cases for both individuals and corpo-
rations. Her commitment extends beyond
her practice, as she dedicates time to pro
bono work, and has been recognized by
KPBS Local Hero Award and CCLC La
Mancha Attorney of the Year award. Pur-
cell's leadership in local organizations and
her unique perspective as an immigrant
have solidified her reputation as a distin-
guished figure in immigration law.

PURCELL

IMMIGRATION LAW

T eodora Purcell's journey from Bul-

OCTOBER 28, 2024

KIERAN PURCELL

Managing Shareholder, President & CEO
Epsten, APC

Purcell, CCAL, Esq., is a legal coun-

sel that works on behalf of commu-
nity associations and provides advice on
all types of corporate matters. He has been
a shareholder of Epsten, APC, since 2002
and now serves as Managing Sharehold-
er, President, and CEO of the firm. Kieran
served three terms on the Board of Direc-
tors of the San Diego Chapter of the Com-
munity Associations Institute, where he
served as President and co-chaired the Na-
tional Seminar Committee. He is a delegate
for the San Diego Chapter’s Legislative
Support Committee, a former Legislative
Co-Chair for the California Legislative Ac-
tion Committee (CLAC), and now serves
as Chair of CLAC. Kieran is a four-time
recipient of the San Diego Chapter’s Pres-
ident’s Award and the Samuel L. Dolnick
Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2023, he
was recognized with the San Diego Chap-
ter’s Legacy Award.

U .S. Navy Captain Retiree Kieran J.

Epsten

Attorneys at Law since 1986
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Partner
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Partner
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MARK RACKERS
Partner
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter
& Hampton

ark Rackers is a partner in Shep-
I\/I pard Mullin’s Business Trial prac-

tice group. He is the co-leader of
the firm’s Multifamily Housing team, a
member of the firm’s mortgage banking
and healthcare litigation teams, serves on
the firm’s Pro Bono Committee and heads
pro bono efforts for the San Diego office.
An experienced trial attorney, Mark rep-
resents clients in business disputes involv-
ing multi-family litigation, consumer class
actions, healthcare entities and real estate.
Mark regularly counsels clients, including
landlords and property management com-
panies, on compliance matters. He also has
experience as lead trial counsel and has
successfully argued before the Ninth Cir-
cuit, California Supreme Court and several
California Courts of Appeal. He is on the
boards of the Legal Aid Society of San
Diego and the Neighborhood House As-
sociation.

SheppardMullin

CONGRATULATIONS

ALLISON REGO

Partner
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

llison focuses her practice on com-
A mercial law, bankruptcy and finan-

cial restructuring, as well as related
litigation and appeals. Allison has been
involved in a wide array of bankruptcy
and restructuring-related matters. She has
served on teams that have represented cred-
itor interests in insolvency events in real
estate, oil and gas, entertainment and man-
ufacturing. Notably, Allison has co-au-
thored articles that appeared in the Ameri-
can Bankruptcy Institute Journal. As part
of her work with the San Diego Bankrupt-
cy Forum, she moderated a panel on the
interplay between the bankruptcy and state
courts featuring members of both bench-
es. While in U.S. law school, Allison was
an extern for the Honorable Janis L. Sam-
martino of the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of California and for the
Honorable M. Margaret McKeown of the
U.S. Court of Appeal for the Ninth Circuit.

BARNES &
THORNBURG r

to Jenny L. Doling, JD, LL.M.

on being named a Woman of Influence in Law 2023 and a 2024 Leader of Influence
in the Law. The work you do on the local, state, and national level changes lives.
Never stop fighting the good fight for consumers and small businesses.
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KRISTIN REYNA DEHART

Partner & Assistant Managing Partner,
San Diego
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani LLP

ristin Reyna DeHart is the Assistant
K Managing Partner at Gordon Rees

Scully Mansukhani’s San Diego of-
fice, with over 23 years of legal experience.
A member of the firm’s Environmental/
Toxic Tort Steering Committee, she special-
izes in defending complex environmental
and toxic tort claims and general tort and
product liability matters. Elected to nation-
al partnership in 2007, Kristin now man-
ages over 125 attorneys and 200 employees
in one of the firm’s largest offices. She has
successfully litigated numerous high-profile
cases, including a 12-month environmen-
tal trial and a class action suit. Kristin also
plays an active role in the firm’s Diversity
Committee and Women'’s [nitiative. Be-
yond her professional achievements, Kris-
tin is deeply involved in the San Diego
community. She serves on the Board of
Directors of FC Balboa, a non-profit local
soccer club, volunteers with North Park
AYSO, actively participates in her children’s
schools, and volunteers at her local church.

GRSM50

GORDON REES SCULLY MANSUKHANI
YOUR 50 STATE LAW FIRM™

HEATHER RILEY

Partner
Allen Matkins

the San Diego office of law firm Al-

len Matkins, has worked on some
of San Diego’s most significant land use
projects. Her work has helped shape the
community her family calls home and has
increased housing production across the re-
gion. She is at the forefront of the housing
crisis dialogue, working with the Building
Industry Association of San Diego and the
City of San Diego to develop practical and
defensible solutions. Her efforts resulted
in a published appellate decision that cod-
ified density bonus law and has been cited
by regulators and applicants alike in their
ongoing push to speed up market-rate and
affordable housing production. Heather
also works with commercial and industrial
developers throughout Southern Califor-
nia to entitle projects and create new uses
for older facilities. Lately, she has been han-
dling a number of historic property issues,
and as a result, she is helping to update the
City of San Diego’s historic procedures.

H eather Riley, a land use partner in

Allen Matkins

NACBA Board of Directors | Vice President

San Diego Bankruptcy Forum | President

State Bar Certified Bankruptcy Specialist

(844) 894-4440 | (619) 363-8840 | www.JDL.law
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ROBERT ROBINSON

Attorney & Managing Partner
Hickman Robinson Yaege LLP

ing partner of Hickman Robinson

Yaege LLP for over 15 years. The
law firm is a local leader in the fields of real
estate law, business law, and litigation. He
is a San Diego State University gradu-
ate '00 (BS in Business-Accounting). As a
California Western School of Law gradu-
ate 03 (Juris Doctorate), he was an editor
of the California Western School of Law,
Law Review and International Law Re-
view. During law school, Robert also stud-
ied in York and London, England, at the
Law School of England and Wales. He has
served on the alumni board at CWSL, as
well as the Advisory Board for the San Di-
ego State University Corky McMillan Cen-
ter for Real Estate. Robert has also served
as a legal analyst and legal contributor on
radio and television, appearing on such
shows as Politics & Profits, America Trends,
and Real Talk San Diego.

R obert Robinson has been the manag-

LESLIE RYLAND
CLS-F
Schaffer Family Law Group

attorney with Schaffer Family Law

Group. Leslie is a family law special-
ist, certified by the State Bar of Califor-
nia, and a certified collaborative divorce
practitioner. Leslie represents clients in all
types of family law matters, with a special
focus on custody issues. She has successful-
ly litigated all types of family law disputes,
including complex financial matters and
highly contested custody cases, and she is
also a skilled mediator. A leader in San Di-
ego’s legal community, Leslie is Past Pres-
ident of Collaborative Practice San Diego,
an association of attorneys, mental health
professionals and financial advisors work-
ing to promote collaborative processes and
peaceful resolution of family law issues.
Leslie was also featured as one of the Best
Divorce Attorneys in San Diego of 2024
by Forbes Advisor.

L eslie Ryland, CLS-F, is a principal

W@ Schaffer

CHRISTIAN SALAMAN

Partner
Pillsbury

is one of SD’s leading attorneys. He's

well-known within the SD commu-
nity of technology entrepreneurs and in-
vestors for his M&A and VC work and his
support for the startup community. Nota-
ble clients include Shield Al where he led
every equity round; orphan drug leader
Sentynl; VC investor Blueprint Equity; Pet-
visor, which acquired companies alongside
his long-time client PetDesk; and Everi,
where he led its $6.3 billion deal to com-
bine it with IGT so that combination can
be acquired by Apollo. Every year, dozens
of SD’s new startups hire Christian. His
work has led to many accolades, includ-
ing SDBJ’s “Leader in Law” in 2021. Best
Lawyers named him as SD’s M&A “Law-
yer of the Year” in 2024 and 2021. He also
routinely receives recognition from Cham-
bers USA and The Legal 500 U.S. In re-
gard to community involvement, he serves
on the Executive Committee for Connect,
is the incorporator of Startup San Diego
and a continuing sponsot, among other

pillsburg

C orporate partner Christian Salaman

OCTOBER 28, 2024

BRANDON SAXON

San Diego Assistant Managing Partner
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP

aging Partner of Gordon Rees Scully

Mansukhani’s San Diego office and
Chair of the office’s Employment Practice
Group. With over fifteen years of experi-
ence, he focuses on defending companies
and employers in employment and com-
mercial litigation, navigating highly regu-
lated practice areas. As Assistant Chair of
the firm’s National Employment Group,
Brandon is recognized for his thought lead-
ership and frequent speaking engagements
at national events. His legal insights are fea-
tured in publications such as Law360 and
Bloomberg Law. A passionate mentor, he
dedicates time to nurturing young attor-
neys. Deeply connected to the San Diego
community, Brandon has volunteered for
over 14 years as a High School Mock Trial
coach and serves as a youth sports coach.
His contributions to the firm and commu-
nity reflect his commitment to professional
excellence and civic engagement.

B randon Saxon is the Assistant Man-

YOUR 50 STATE LAW FIRM™

We salute
you.

Manatt is pleased to congratulate our partner

Randy Grossman

on being named as one of San Diego Business
Journal’s Leaders of Influence in Law.

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

manatt.com
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SARAH SCHAFFER

CLS-E LLM.
Schaffer Family Law Group

of Schaffer Family Law Group. As a

family law specialist, certified by the
State Bar of California, Sarah represents
clients in high-conflict family matters. She
has an LL.M. in taxation and prior to be-
coming an attorney, worked as a tax con-
sultant. Her background gives her the abil-
ity to ensure clients’ assets are adequately
protected. Sarah is also a certified collab-
orative divorce practitioner. This process
provides divorcing parties the opportuni-
ty to reach a creative settlement that meets
the needs of the family. Earlier in her ca-
reer, Sarah served in the Marine Corps and
recently retired as Deputy Director, Re-
serve Legal Support, Headquarters Marine
Corps, Judge Advocate Division, Washing-
ton DC. Sarah is involved with Casa Cor-
nelia Law Center, which provides pro bono
legal services to victims of human and civil
rights violations, and Kids Turn, which
supports children and parents experiencing
family separations.

N Schaffer

S arah T, Schaffer, CLS-F is founder

MARTIN SCHMIDT

Managing Partner
Schmidt National Law Group

artin Schmidt of Schmidt Nation-
I\/I al Law Group has led the charge

on lawsuits against JUUL, 3M,
Bayer and other major corporations. His
firm is considered San Diego's Product Li-
ability law firm. Mr. Schmidt has been on
local TV news discussing the various law-
suits he is involved in. He has been practic-
ing law in San Diego for over 30 years. He
is San Diego's lawyer!

[

GEORGIA SCHNEIDER
Shareholder
G10 Law, APLC

eorgia Schneider is a shareholder
G and head of the litigation team at

G10 Law. She is an accomplished
attorney, respected leader, and mentor to
the firm’s junior associates. Ms. Schneider
brings over 17 years of litigation experi-
ence to matters such as commercial real
estate contract disputes, real estate failure
to disclose, real estate brokerage and agent
breach of fiduciary duty, and commercial
unlawful detainers. As a licensed Califor-
nia real estate broker, Ms. Schneider offers
unique insights into real estate litigation
matters. Ms. Schneider graduated Sum-
ma Cum Laude from Southwestern Law
School and Cum Laude from UCLA with
a B.A. in Psychology. Prior to joining G10
Law, she was an associate at Ponist Law
Group in San Diego and Morgan Lewis in
Los Angeles. An active member of the San
Diego legal community, Ms. Schneider is a
member of the North County Bar Associ-
ation and Lawyer’s Club.

IOGquppo
J Watts &
Schneider
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MATT SCHWARTZ
Partner & U.S. Finance Practic
Group Leader
DLA Piper

att Schwartz is the chair of DLA
I\/I Piper’s US Finance practice, which

includes a broad range of finance
transactions and clients across six differ-
ent subspecialties, including Leveraged
Finance; Structured Finance; Venture and
Growth; Sports, Media and Entertain-
ment; Projects and Energy; and Restructur-
ing. Matt has spent more than two decades
representing banks and private credit funds
in structuring and negotiating a wide range
of debt, equity and hybrid debt/equity in-
vestments with a specific focus in technol-
ogy, life sciences and healthcare. Matt is a
co-founder of the Legal Mentor Network,
the first nonprofit dedicated to mentoring
young lawyers and law students, particular-
ly those students from communities who
are traditionally underrepresented in the le-
gal industry. Matt is also a founding board
member of the Randy Jones Foundation, a
local San Diego charity founded by MLB
legend Randy Jones that supports military
families through scholarships and commu-
nity activities.

I DLA PIPER
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Andrew N. Kohn, Esq.

Business Litigation
Personal Injury - Defendants

Douglas A. Pettit, Esq.

Professional Liability
Business Litigation

Ryan Nell, Esq.

Employment Law Litigation
Employment Law Management
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SEAN SCOTT
President & Dean
California Western School of Law

ean M. Scott is the first African

American and female president and

dean in California Western School
of Law’s 100-year history. Since her ap-
pointment, she has led the institution
with a forward-thinking vision centered
on diversity, equity, and inclusion. Dean
Scott secured the largest gift in the school’s
history—$3M to help diversify the legal
profession and create an intellectual hub
where critical conversations about justice
occur. She also launched the Law, Justice,
and Technology Initiative, which equips
students with cutting-edge legal technology
skills and fosters dialogue on the intersec-
tion of law and social justice. A promi-
nent voice in legal education, she serves on
the Board of Governors for the Society of
American Law Teachers (SALT) and is a
sought-after speaker nationwide on leader-
ship and diversity in the legal field.

CALIFORNIA WESTERN
SCHOOL OF LAW / San Diego

100

RONSON SHAMOUN

CEO & Principal Attorney
RJS LAW

onson J. Shamoun is the founder
R and CEO of RJS LAW, a premier

tax law firm with over 21 years of
experience. Specializing in federal and
state taxation, criminal tax defense, and
estate planning, he represents clients be-
fore agencies such as the IRS and FTB.
Mr. Shamoun has saved clients hundreds
of millions of dollars and is renowned
for securing reduced or avoided criminal
charges. Under his leadership, RJS LAW
has been recognized as San Diego’s top tax
law firm and has excelled in handling PPP,
EIDL, and ERTC cases. In addition to his
legal practice, Mr. Shamoun is an adjunct
professor at the University of San Diego,
where he co-founded the USD School of
Law — RJS LAW Tax Institute. His con-
tributions to the field have earned him the
USD School of Law Distinguished Alum-
ni Award, as well as recognition in Super
Lawyers and SD Metro Magazine. A San
Diego native, he is also a successful real es-
tate and business investor.

DAVID SHAPIRO
Founder & CEO
David P. Shapiro Criminal
Defense Attorneys

rrested for a crime he, admittedly,
A did commit in 2004, David experi-

enced firsthand the same fear, un-
certainty, and concern for his future and
freedom so many of his clients undergo
when arrested or under investigation for
allegedly committing a crime. That experi-
ence motivates him each and every day to
provide the best representation possible to
any and all who entrust his Firm to handle
their criminal defense matter in their time
of need. Practicing exclusively criminal de-
fense in San Diego since 2007, David has
built one of San Diego’s most respected
criminal defense firms since opening its
doors in 2010. He has become a communi-
ty leader, donating his time and money to
numerous community causes creating an
impact to the San Diego community far
beyond criminal defense.

Law Office of
DAVID P. SHAPIRO
San Dicgo Criminal Defense Attorneys

W Hslp Gisoat Py

CHAD SHEAR

Partner
Cooley LLP

companies in high-stakes patent lit-

igation nationwide. He has success-
fully represented clients with market-lead-
ing name brand drugs, including Gilead
(Vemlidy, Odefesey, Descovey, Harvoni);
Dainippon Sumitomo (Latuda); and As-
tellas (Xospata). Chad is renowned for his
approachability, legal and business acumen,
and his unwavering dedication to his cli-
ents. Since 2023, he’s secured two wins for
Moderna, the biotechnology giant behind
Spikevax — the groundbreaking COVID-19
vaccine. Most recently, victory came in a
patent infringement suit brought by Alnyl-
am, which alleged Spikevax employs RNA-
based technology covered by three Alnyl-
am patents. In recent weeks, a federal judge
issued a claim construction order interpret-
ing the meaning and scope of the patents
in dispute and adopting Moderna’s con-
struction on a case-dispositive claim term.
Last Fall, Chad represented Moderna in a
related case in which he secured a stipulat-
ed judgment of noninfringement.

Cooley

C had Shear represents pharmaceutical
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LESLIE
RYLAND

CLS-F

SCHAFFER

CLS-F, LL.M

We appreciate and applaud your leadership, integrity, professionalism and generosity.

W Schaffer

— Solutions for transitioning families® (858) 509-7907 | schafferfamilylaw.com

e FAMILY LAW GROUP
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FEI SHEN

Partner
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

focusing his practice on patent prose-

cution and counseling in the comput-
er, software, and semiconductor industries
with technical expertise on, but not limited
to, network technologies, semiconductor
manufacturing, circuit design, enterprise
systems, database systems, graphics pro-
cessing, computer security, search technol-
ogies, big data, mobile applications, com-
munication protocols, smart devices, social
media, and automated business infrastruc-
ture. He has experience developing patent
filing strategies, preparing and prosecuting
U.S. and international patent applications,
providing opinions on patentability, inva-
lidity or non-infringement with respect to
intellectual property rights, conducting
due diligence investigations, performing
post-grant actions, and providing litiga-
tion support. Fei helps Chinese clients on
outbound work to the U.S. He also works
closely with our Shanghai office serving
American companies with their interests

in China.
((Kilpatrick

F ei Shen is a registered patent attorney

JAIKARAN SINGH

Partner
Foley & Lardner LLP

dedication, Jaikaran Singh is a part-

ner and litigation attorney with Fo-
ley & Lardner LLP. His expertise spans
high-stakes business and commercial lit-
igation, focusing on defending consumer
class actions across various industries. Over
his 20-plus-year career, Jai has represent-
ed Fortune 500 companies in more than
160 state and federal class actions, consis-
tently navigating complex legal challeng-
es with expertise. Jai's leadership roles as
Vice-Chair of the firm’s Consumer Law,
Finance, & Class Action Practice and Co-
Chair of the Consumer Products Team
highlight his strategic vision. His guidance
on product labeling, warranties, advertising,
and regulatory compliance is invaluable to
manufacturers and retailers. Along with
his professional leadership roles, Jai also
serves as a member of the Board of Direc-
tors for the Boys & Girls Club of Greater
San Diego.

K nown for his exceptional skill and

=FOLEY

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP

KEVIN SMITH
Founding Partner
Wood Smith Henning
& Berman LLP

evin D. Smith is a founding partner
of Wood Smith Henning & Berman

LLP, a national trial firm with 42 of-
fices strategically located across 22 states.
Kevin is an active trial lawyer and has
spent most of his professional career trying
cases on behalf of Fortune 500 companies
and major corporations. Throughout his
40-year career, he has defended commercial,
professional liability, employment, product
liability, transportation, and catastrophic
cases in both state and federal courts. De-
spite frequently overcoming challenging
liability and damages issues in high-expo-
sure cases, Kevin has achieved victories on
behalf of his clients in an impressive 94%
of the cases he has tried. As a result of his
success, Kevin has been elected to the pres-
tigious American Board of Trial Advocates
(ABOTA) and the International Associa-
tion of Defense Counsel (IADC) and rou-
tinely recognized as a "Super Lawyer."

WSHB

WOOD'SMITH-HENNING-BERMAN

PETER STOCKBURGER

San Diego Office Managing Partner
Dentons

ner of Dentons’ San Diego office,

Lead of the firm’s Artificial Intelli-
gence Advisory Team, and co-lead of the
firm’s Global Autonomous Vehicle prac-
tice. Peter’s practice is at the leading edge
of technology and the law, partnering with
clients from around the world to develop
smart strategies on how to comply with
complicated data privacy laws, maintain
good cybersecurity, and develop and de-
ploy new technologies such as artificial in-
telligence and autonomous vehicles. Peter
is a recognized thought leader on artificial
intelligence, writing and speaking widely
on the subject as well as guiding his clients
through the technology’s emerging risks
and opportunities. Peter is a proud alumni
of the University of San Diego School of
Law, where he taught moot court for al-
most ten years. Peter also has an active pro
bono practice focused on expanding and
defending human rights worldwide.

DENTONS

P eter Stockburger is managing part-
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ALEXANDRA
EAKER PEREZ

for being selected as a
2024 Leaders of in Law

Congratulations!

SHAREHOLDER

San Diego Business Journal

2024 LEADER OF INFLUENCE IN LAW Experienced Guidance for Uncertain Tax Matters

Tax Audits e Unfiled Tax Returns e Tax Settlements e Multi-State
Tax Jurisdiction e International Tax ¢ Worker Classification Issues
Tax Litigation e Criminal Tax Defense e Business Tax Issues

Buchalter =

www.buchalter.com

Eaker Pérez Law

TAX LAW

IRS| FTB | EDD | CDTFA
EakerPerezLaw.com | TaxInfo@EakerPerezLaw.com | (619) 348-5944

ARIZONA | CALIFORNIA | COLORADO | GEORGIA | OREGON | TENNESSEE | UTAH | WASHINGTON
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NICHOLAS TRANSIER

Office Managing Partner
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP

and the managing partner of Dins-

more & Shohl’s San Diego office. He
advises clients on all aspects of obtaining,
asserting and defending patents in the U.S.
and abroad in technical domains including;
artificial intelligence (AI), machine learn-
ing (ML), telecommunications, additive
manufacturing, fintech, blockchain, cryp-
tocurrency and automotive. He also helps
clients with intellectual property landscape
analyses and licensing. Nick is a frequent
speaker on topics including patent strategy
and artificial intelligence, and he has pub-
lished many articles about the same. Nick’s
natural curiosity and inherent interest in
technology are noted by clients as key driv-
ers of his successful representations. Out-
side of work, Nick is a father of two, mo-
torsports enthusiast, devoted Texas Long-
horn football fan and avid tinkerer. Prior
to becoming a lawyer, Nick was a systems
engineer working for companies including
Lockheed Martin and Raytheon.

N ick is a registered patent attorney

Dinsmore

MARGARET ‘MOLLY’ TREESE
Chief Legal Officer & Secretary

Teradata Corporation

olly Treese is the Chief Legal Of-
I\/l ficer and Corporate Secretary at

Teradata, a global leader in data
analytics software. With over 20 years of
legal experience, she has guided companies
through mergers, acquisitions, and restruc-
turings, and her expertise in governance,
compensation, and crisis management has
strengthened investor confidence. Since
joining Teradata in 2007, Molly has played
a key role in its transition to a cloud-first
SaaS model, offering strategic legal coun-
sel and leading governance efforts with the
Board and shareholders. She also oversees
Teradata’s Ethics & Compliance, Data
Privacy, and Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) programs, contribut-
ing to the company’s recognition as one of
the World’s Most Ethical Companies® by
Ethisphere for 15 consecutive years. Mol-
ly is modernizing Teradata’s global Law
organization, leveraging data analytics
and technology to enhance efficiency and
ensure the department remains at the fore-
front of legal innovation.

teradata.

Partner
San Diego
858.597.9631
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Fisher Phillips is proud of our winners and

Congratulates all of the 2024
Leaders of Influence in Law.

David Amaya

ELIZABETH TRESP

Principal Attorney
Tresp Law, APC

founder and principal attorney of

Tresp Law, APC, and the principal
attorney of Tresp, Day & Associates, Inc.
She has grown Tresp Law into a mid-sized
law firm offering comprehensive estate
planning, trust and probate administration,
and litigation of decedents' estates. In 2019,
she expanded her impact by acquiring the
nationally-recognized Day & Associates,
Inc, a well-established firm practicing high-
net-worth estate planning and internation-
al asset protection law since 1992. Licensed
in California, Montana, and Wyoming,
Elizabeth serves clients across the U.S. and
internationally. Beyond her legal expertise,
she is an accomplished real estate investor,
business owner, and philanthropist, con-
tributing to various ventures throughout
the U.S.

E lizabeth A. Tresp, JD, LL.M., is the

Tresp Law, APC
Elizabeth A. Tresp, Principal Attorney

RYAN WATERMAN
Shareholder
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

use, water quality, renewable ener-

gy and hazardous substance issues.
With first-hand experience navigating the
inextricably linked issues of land use and
water in California, Ryan possesses the
insight needed to efficiently navigate the
environmental challenges that arise during
a wide range of development and rede-
velopment projects. Ryan skillfully works
through permitting, administrative and lit-
igation matters, keeping his client’s goals at
the forefront. His deep familiarity with the
land use entitlement process and CEQA/
NEPA environmental review is an integral
asset to successful project outcomes. From
helping to secure federal and state water
quality permits to counseling on contami-
nated sites, Ryan understands the complex
decisions and options available to keep
projects moving and appropriately handle
remediation as needed. Ryan also main-
tains a robust pro bono practice and sits on
the firm’s Pro Bono Committee.

R yan Waterman solves complex land

Brov/nstein

LATHAM&WATKINS

Latham & Watkins congratulates

San Diego Office Managing Partner

Omar Nazif

and all the 2024 Leaders of Influence in Law honorees.

damaya@fisherphillips.com

Christopher Conti
Partner

San Diego

858.597.9623
cconti@fisherphillips.com

In both his leadership role and project finance practice,
Omar embodies the talent of culture of Latham. We
commend him for the many accomplishments that have
earned this recognition.

With almost 600 attorneys in 41 offices across the United States and Mexico, Fisher
Phillips is an international labor and employment law firm providing practical
business solutions for employers’ workplace legal problems. We regularly advise
and counsel clients on issues surrounding wage and hour, class action and PAGA
lawsuits, employment discrimination and harassment, litigation, workplace safety,
immigration, trade secrets and non-competes, and more.

Fisher

Phillips

©® e 000 0000000000000 oo e e o oo fisherphillips.com
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DANIEL WATTS
Shareholder
G10 Law, APLC

shareholder on the litigation team,
A Daniel Watts founded G10 Law’s

appellate practice group. He’s a
certified specialist in Appellate Law — one
of only 38 such specialists in San Diego
County. His published decisions in real
estate, contract, evidence, environmental,
and anti-SLAPP law, including a Califor-
nia Supreme Court decision, improved the
law statewide. A recent success (Epochal
Enterprises v. Leichtag) was particularly
significant to mesothelioma and landlord/
tenant lawyers. A barrister with the Amer-
ican Inns of Court, Watts gives back to
the community by serving on non-prof-
it boards (North County Bar Association,
New Village Arts theater), writing plays
for community theaters and donating his
royalties, volunteering as a pianist for mu-
sicals, and judging moot court competi-
tions for UCSD undergrads. He earned his
JD. from UC Davis School of Law, where
he was an editor of the Law Review and
served on the governing board of the Ap-

www.sdbj.com

KARINE WENGER

Managing Partner, San Diego
Fragomen

arine is an accomplished corporate

immigration counsel and Managing

Partner of Fragomen’s San Diego
office, bringing more than 20 years of ex-
pertise in U.S. immigration and nationality
law. Karine serves a diverse clientele com-
prising of individual high net worth inves-
tors, startups to large multinational cor-
porations spanning various industries. She
enjoys partnering with her clients to devise
strategic solutions forward that meet the
individual or enterprise needs. Karine leads
a dedicated legal team that provides inno-
vative immigration solutions and compre-
hensive guidance on compliance and policy
matters. Having immigrated from France
in the 1980s, Karine’s personal journey fu-
els her passion for advocacy. She sets the
bar in leadership, client service, staffing,
innovation, and mentorship. Intuitive and
devoted to success at all levels, she embrac-
es diversity and transformation, empower-
ing others to feel confident and resourceful
in achieving meaningful goals.

SUMMER WYNN

Partner
Cooley LLP

ummer Wynn's practice encompass-

es employment litigation and coun-

seling, environmental and land use
litigation and counseling, and complex
commercial litigation, including class ac-
tions. She has trial and appellate experience
representing employers in litigation matters
on a wide variety of individual claims, in-
cluding wrongful termination, harassment
and discrimination and retaliation. In re-
cent months, Summer led the authoring of
thought leadership regarding California’s
sweeping changes to the California Private
Attorneys General Act (PAGA), and most
recently she has presented on Cooley’s an-
nual HR Network series regarding work-
place investigations and post-investigation
remediation. The discussion centered on
the effective management of employee
work-related complaints — and how to rec-
ognize the need for an employment-related
investigation. Summer has significant trial
experience, including class action trial ex-
perience, and she has extensive experience
litigating cases on appeal.
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ANNA YUM

Founder & Owner
Law Offices of Anna R. Yum

nna Yum is a nationally recognized
A and premier criminal defense at-

torney in San Diego. Ms. Yum is
licensed to practice law in state and federal
courts in both the Southern and Central
Districts of California. She is also licensed
to practice law in the state of Illinois. Ms.
‘Yum has successfully represented clients on
various criminal charges ranging from seri-
ous and/or violent offenses such as sexual
assault, domestic violence with great bodi-
ly injury enhancements, child molestation,
murder, attempted murder, “criminal street
gang” cases, robbery, felony offenses with
firearm enhancements, etc. to lower-level
offenses including driving under the influ-
ence, theft-related offenses, narcotics cases,
commercial burglary, insurance fraud, as-
sault and battery, and much more. During
the course of her career, Ms. Yum has
successfully tried a multitude of jury and
bench trials to verdict.

pellate Advocacy program.
1 0 Galuppo

J Watts &
Schneider

GI10LAW ATIORNEYS - COUNSELORS - ADVISORS

FRAGCGMEN

Cooley

L1

- Congratulations

Ariel Bedell

on being named a
2024 Leader in Law

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

www.murphyjoneslaw.com

Congratulations to

Kevin C. Murphy, Esq.
on being named a
2024 Leader of
Influence in Law

Murphy Jones APC attorneys
are advocates for individuals
with professional licenses. We
protect licensed professionals
and defend their livelihood
in legal administrative pro-
ceedings. We understand how
valuable our clients’ careers
are to them and we fight to
save their license, reputation
and ability to practice in their
chosen occupation. Murphy
Jones APC focuses on defend-
ing healthcare practitioners,
but also represents individ-
uals with other professional
credentialing defense issues.

'SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL
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A well-deserved recognition for the dedication, diligence and
guidance provided to clients and the community.

Utilizing Creative Solutions, Dedication, and Guidance to
Lead you down the path to successful legal solutions

SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL
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LOFTIN | BEDELL

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Real Estate | Business Law | Land Use | Transaction | Litigation

loftinbedell.com | 760.431.2111

SAN DIEGO | LAS VEGAS
murphyjoneslaw.com | 619.684.5073
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Congratulations Joanne Franciscus, CEO &

Executive Director of the Legal Aid Society of
San Diego, for being selected as a 2024
Leader of Influence in Law.

LASSD is the largest poverty law firm in San
Diego County providing free legal services
and more to the community for over 100
years.

/\ LEGAL AID SOCIETY
OF SAN DIEGO

#justicebeginshere = www.lassd.org 1-877-534-2524

Glaser
Weil

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE RECOGNIZED
AMONG SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL'S

2024 Leaders of
Influence in Law

A special congratulations to Glaser Weil San Diego
partners Joseph Leventhal and Emil Petrossian.

Joseph Leventhal Emil Petrossian
Partner and Head of Managing Partner of the
Litigation for the San San Diego Office

Diego Office

glaserweil.com

Century City | Newport Beach | San Diego | San Francisco

Congratulations to

Scott F. Levin Esq.

Honored as one of
San Diego’s
Top Attorneys

Scott Levin is dedicated to
providing the compassionate, effective
mediation that families deserve.

A divorce attorney committed to
helping achieve peaceful resolutions
without court battles or high costs.

858.225.1321 |
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Why Choose
Divorce Mediation?

Award-Winning Family Lawyer
Certified Divorce Financial Analyst™
Innovative, Amicable Divorce Solutions
Creative Problem-Solving with a Focus
on Families

L°, SAN DIEGO
o A MEDIATION

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

sandiegofamilylawyer.net
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